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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3


Dear Daddy Bear,

I am writing to complain about the chairs in your sitting room. They are most uncomfortable and when I sat on one 

whilst visiting recently, it broke. I fell and I hurt my leg! I would be most grateful if you could use stronger wood in 

future.

Also, I was very upset that you were cross when you saw me in your house. If you do not wish to have visitors (even 

people you do not know) then you should not leave your front door unlocked.

Yours Sincerely 

Goldilocks 

Text Types One Pager Letter

A letter is written to 

inform somebody of 

something.  

What is letter?

What do I need to include?

The date

A greeting
The senders 

address

Goldilocks

Bramble House

Fairy Tale Land

1st January 2017

An introduction

A signature

Punctuation

Use a capital letter and a full stop.

A comma

An exclamation mark

A question mark 



Geography

Autumn 2
Topic: My house, your house, 

their house 

Concept Knowledge (concepts being covered)

e.g. Space, location, place, human and physical process, Communities and 
Settlements, Spatial Interactions, Environment, Scale, Movement, Cultural 

understanding and Diversity

Locational 
Knowledge Can I locate The Gambia on a 

map?
Place 

Knowledge Can I compare similarities and 
differences between The Gambia 
and the UK?

Human and 

Physical

Knowledge

Can I identify the climate in The 
Gambia?

Geographical 

skills and field 

work

Can I use a compass to locate
places on a map?

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

The Gambia is in the west of Africa.

The capital city is Banjul.

There are about 2.3 million people 

living in The Gambia. 

The official language is English

It has a rainy season between June 

and October. The rainy season is 

longer with heavier rain near the 

coast. It is warm all year round.

Monkeys, crocodiles, antelope and 

hippos live in the river areas of The 

Gambia. 

The official national animal of 

Gambia is the spotted hyena

Popular foods include millet, rice, 

yams, plantains and cassava. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Direction A course along which 

something moves.

Seasons Divisions of the year 
marked by particular 
weather patterns.

Africa A country

Coast The part of the land 
adjoining or near the sea.

Compare Finding similarities and 
differences

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Continent Any of the world's main 

continuous expanses of land.

Border A line separating two countries. 

Climate The weather conditions over a 
long period of time.

Culture The ideas, customs, and social 
behaviour of a particular people 
or society.

Compass An instrument which shows you
different directions 

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

We have learnt about different countries in the 
world.

We have learnt that a compass has a north, south, 
east and west.



Geography 

Autumn 2
Topic: The Gambia

Map 

The Gambia



Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping

and Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Identifying

and 

classifying

Organise materials into groups and 
distinguish between an object and 
the material it is made from.

Research
Present findings using pictures, 
diagrams and graphs. 

Pattern

seeking
Comparing materials based on 
their properties. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Object A thing that can be used. For 

example a door, chair, car, table 
are all objects. 

Material Materials are what an object is 
made from.

Rough If something is rough, it feels and 
looks uneven or bumpy.

Absorbent If something is absorbent, it soaks 
liquid up.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Manmade A material made by man. 

Natural A naturally occurring material. 

Opaque Opaque objects can’t be seen 
through.

Elasticity How well an object is able to 
return to its original shape. 

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

I have touched different materials 
and can describe what they feel 
like.

I have learnt about different 
materials and their properties. 

I have learnt how to work together 
with others to conduct an 
experiment. 

Science 
Autumn 2

Topic:  Materials  and their Prorperties

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

 Some materials are naturally occurring 

and some are manmade. 

 Wood, sand and leather are natural 

materials. 

 Plastic, glass and concrete are all 

manmade materials. 

 You can change the shape of solid

objects made from some materials by 

bending, squashing, twisting and 

stretching. 

 Wood is a suitable building material

because it is strong and has a high heat 

tolerance.

 Metal is strong and bendy and makes a 

good material for cutlery (knives, forks 

and spoons). 

 Plastic is a manmade material and can 

be used for many different things such 

as building materials, clothing and 

electronics.

 Plastic materials are recycled and 

changed into new products. 



Computing

Autumn 2
Topic: Creating media – Digital painting

Concept Knowledge – What is digital art?

Digital art is work made with digital technology or
presented on digital technology.
It includes images done completely on a computer or hand-
drawn images scanned into a computer and finished using 
software programs.
Some example of digital art are: digital photography, 
algorithmic art, dynamic painting, 2D or 3D computer 
graphics, Pixel art, digital collage 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

You can create a picture using paint 
software.

You can change the colours you 
want to use. 

You can draw lines.

You can erase mistakes in your 
digital art work. 

You can paint.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Tool A tool or function on a painting program used 

to change the area of a canvas by adding paint 
strokes or colour

Copy & Paste To copy something (on an electronic device) 
and pasting it somewhere else.

Fill To paint the inside of an enclosed object 

Erase Rub out or remove 

Book illustrators that use digital art.

• Oliver Jeffers, ‘Here We Are’

• Jim Field, ‘The Squirrels Who Squabbled’

What have I learned before that will help me? (Cycle A and B previously taught)

• To take photographs/videos, discuss and evaluate work.

• Follow teachers’ instructions when using an online interactive program 

such as paint or draw. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Manipulate Making a change to the size, colour or shape of 
objects 

Duplicate
Make an exact copy of something else 



Concept Knowledge

Draw lines of different shape and 
thickness using different grades of 
pencil. 

Create different tones using light and 
dark. 

Crate different patterns and textures. 

Create different shades of the same 
colour. 

Techniques Taught

Repetition Using shapes to repeat 
patterns.

Shading Using the same colour 
to shade light and dark 
sections of a picture.

Sketching Using lines of different 
thickness to sketch 
simple pictures.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Symbol A mark or representation of 

an object or letter. 

Technique A way of doing something.

Landscape The features of an area of
land.

Style A particular procedure.

Evaluate Assess something and form an 
idea. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Repetition To repeat the same 
thing over and over.

Vibrant Very colourful 

Silhouette A dark shape or 
outline

Key artists, craft makers and designers

Enfant
Précoce

Ntombephi
Ntobela

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

I have learnt how to add 
colour to pictures.

I have learnt how to recognise 
2D shapes in maths.

I have learnt how to 
sketch simple portraits.

Art
Autumn 2 

Topic: Australian Art

Materials



Religious Studies 

Autumn 2
Topic:  Inspiring people

Concept Knowledge

Identify Christianity as a religion.

Christians as believers in Christianity. 

Different people have different beliefs.

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Kind To be good to others.

Learn New information.

Rules

Instructions we have to follow. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Christianity The religion followed by Christians.

Judaism The religion followed by Jews.

Jesus The founder of Christianity

miracles
Amazing events that occur, but cannot be 
explained.

Ten 

Commandments
Ten rules given by God for people to live by

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me?

Different people have different 

celebrations.

We are all different but we are all special. 

Rules are something we follow in school.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Stories from Jesus; what can we 

learn from him?

The values of leaders.

The 10 commandments.

What is cooperation and how can 

we develop this skill?

Reflect on good stories from good 

leaders.



SCARF

Autumn 2 
Topic: Valuing differences

Concept Knowledge

Same and 
Different

What makes us unique? 
What do we look like? What 

skills do we have?

Different 
Families and 

Homes

Who is in my family? Where 
do I live?

Kindness and 
Caring

Who are my friends? How 
should I treat them?

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

We will look at how we are 

special and how our friends are 

special thinking about their 

appearances. We will then think 

about how we are the same and 

different in the things we like to 

do. 

We will discover how our 

families are the same and 

different e.g. who we live with, 

pets, number of siblings. We 

will then discover how the 

homes we live in are similar and 

different. 

We will learn through Harold 
how words ands actions can be 
kind and that kindness is more 
about what you do than what 
you say. We will also look at 
being kind and caring to a 

friend.

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Friendship
A situation where two 
people are friends..

Unkind  Not treating someone 
very well or considering 
others feelings.

Special Especially great or 
important. 

Kind Generous, helpful and 
thoughtful of other 
peoples feelings.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Equality Being equal to 
others

Unique The only one of 
its kind

Tolerance Accepting others
opinions and 
religions 

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

I have learnt how be kind and 
tolerant.

I have learnt who I can talk to 
when I need help.

I have learnt about ways I can 
control my emotions.

I have learnt about what a 
good friend looks like.


