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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3


Text Types One Pager Setting Description

Setting is an environment or 

surrounding in which an event or 

story takes place. The setting 

description allows readers to picture 
where the story is taking place in 

their minds whilst they read.

What is a setting 

description?

Punctuation

,  ?   !  . Structure
Opening 

sentence to grip 
the reader.

Paragraphs describing 
the senses and painting 

a picture in the 
reader’s mind.

Cliffhanger: Leave 
the reader wanting  

more.

Key features
• Expanded Noun Phrases

• Similes

• Metaphors (Year 4)

• Adverbials of place

• Prepositions

• Adverbs



Reading

Autumn 2 
Book: Flood

Author: Alvaro F. Villa

Blurb

A beautiful wordless picture book about the effects of a flood on a family and their home. The impact of a 

natural disaster on a family unfolds in this wordless book. In a small house near an inland body of water, a 

mother and her two children enjoy leisure time in the living room; outside, however, the family's father glances 

skyward with concern. Dark clouds barrel toward the house, swallowing up the eerily yellow sky. The family 

constructs a stone barrier around the house, secures the windows, and departs for a hotel. The floodwaters invade 

the empty structure, tossing furniture and wrecking the lower levels. Upon the family's return, a moment of 

despair transitions quickly into productivity as they repair the damage.

Key Information

Plot They pack a few possessions into the car

and drive to a hotel, as the sky blackens 

and waves crash inside the house, 

destroying furnishings. When the family 

returns, their grief is evident, but they 

move on to rebuild. 

Setting The images begin with a setting of a 

family enjoying life in their home. As a 

storm approaches, the family must 

protect their home as best as they can 

and evacuate. 

Themes Emotional, loss, regeneration, rebuilding, 

natural disasters, devastation and 

powerful.

Text type: Fiction / Non Fiction / Poetry

Genre: Fiction 
The 7 Story Types:
Overcoming the enemy
Rags to Riches
The Quest
Voyage and Return
Comedy
Tragedy
Rebirth

Genre: Non-fiction
Biography 
Autobiography
Recount
Instructions
Report
Explanation
Persuasive
Discussion

Genre: Poetry
Acrostic 
Cinquain 
Free Verse
Haiku
Limerick
Narrative
Nonsense 
Shape
Sonnet

Other books to explore

Discussion Points / Key Questions

• How do the weather conditions change throughout the story?

• How does the family try and protect their home?

• What causes the flood?

• What are the effects of the storm on the family and their home?

• How does the family repair their home?



Reading

Autumn 2 
Book: Once upon a raindrop

Author: James Carter

Blurb

Immerse yourself in the wonderful world of water and discover the story of 

H20 from its very beginning. This rhyming and poetical picture book 

brilliantly introduces the concept of the water cycle and the value of water 

in our lives. From the possible origins of water on Earth and the formation 

of oceans, to the cycle of evaporation and precipitation. The author uses 

simple but evocative language that summons ever-changing movement of 

water and how vital it is in our everyday lives. Tier 2 Vocabulary

Rehydrate Absorb or cause to absorb 

moisture after dehydration.

Liquid A substance that flows freely 

but is of constant volume.

Gas A substance in a state in 

which it will expand freely to 

fill the whole of a container, 

having no fixed shape.

Boiled Heated to reach boiling point.

Cooled Made less hot.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

H20 The chemical symbol for water; 

used to refer to the substance 

water.

Meteorites A piece of rock or metal that 

has fallen to the earth's 

surface from outer space as a 

meteor. 

Atmosphere The gases surrounding the 

earth or another planet.

Gravity The force that attracts a body 

towards the centre of the 

earth.

Anew Once more; again.

Key Quotes
“The wet stuff we call H20.”

“From outer space on meteorites.”

“That ice turned liquid, boiled to gas.”

“The world cooled down the clouds made rain.”

“Then slowly lands were formed”.

“The planet Earth has always spun.”

“Water cycles endlessly.”

“Sun heats sea which turns to clouds.”

“Vital so we rehydrate.”

“Plants, creatures, human life all need water to survive.”

Text type: Fiction / Non Fiction / Poetry

Genre: Fiction 
The 7 Story Types:
Overcoming the enemy
Rags to Riches
The Quest
Voyage and Return
Comedy
Tragedy
Rebirth

Genre: Non-fiction
Biography 
Autobiography
Recount
Instructions
Report
Explanation
Persuasive
Discussion

Genre: Poetry
Acrostic 
Cinquain 
Free Verse
Haiku
Limerick
Narrative
Nonsense 
Shape
Sonnet

Other books to explore

Discussion Points / Key Questions

• Why is the world so wet?

• When did H20 appear on Earth?

• How was land formed?

• What is the process of the water cycle?

• Why do we need water?



Reading

Autumn 2 
Book: The River

Author: Patricia Hegarty

Blurb

Follow a little fish on her epic journey downriver 

as she travels out into the unknown. With 

stunning artwork from Hanako Clulow, a lyrical 

narrative and a magical 'swimming fish' on every 

page, this is a book to treasure and revisit time 

and again.

Key Information

Plot Follow a little fish on her epic 

journey downriver as she travels 

out into the unknown. 

Setting The river, through the woods and to 

the sea. 

Themes Journey, resilience, travelling, 

unknown and destination. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Journey An act of travelling 

from one place to 

another.

Riverbank The bank of a river.

Darts To move swiftly; spring 

or start suddenly and 

run swiftly.

Sunlit Illuminated by direct 

light from the sun.

Overhead Above the level of the 

head; in the sky.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Snowcapped Having a covering of 

snow on the top.

Dappled Marked with spots or 

rounded patches.

Glints Give out or reflect small 

flashes of light.

Ice floes A sheet of floating ice.

Firs An evergreen coniferous 

tree with upright cones 

and flat needle-shaped 

leaves.

Key Quotes

“A small fish darts.”

“Through snow and wind and rain and sun.”

“The fish must finish what she’s began.”

“The river has become a sea.”

“The river sparkles under a sunlit sky.”

Text type: Fiction / Non Fiction / Poetry

Genre: Fiction 
The 7 Story Types:
Overcoming the enemy
Rags to Riches
The Quest
Voyage and Return
Comedy
Tragedy
Rebirth

Genre: Non-fiction
Biography 
Autobiography
Recount
Instructions
Report
Explanation
Persuasive
Discussion

Genre: Poetry
Acrostic 
Cinquain 
Free Verse
Haiku
Limerick
Narrative
Nonsense 
Shape
Sonnet

Other books to explore

Discussion Points / Key Questions

• Where does the fish travel to ?

• Where does the river flow?

• Why does the river slow down?

• What does the fish encounter on her journey?



Geography

Autumn 2
Topic: Coasts

Concept Knowledge
(concepts being covered)

Location Location as a concept can be 

explained in terms of a designated 

area, a locality such as a town, 

city or country. 

Place Place as a concept develops 

understanding of the physical and 

human characteristics of places. 

Human and 

Physical 

Processes

The geographical concept of physical 

and human processes looks at 

natural and man-made. 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Destructive waves carry out erosional 

processes.

Rain and sea water expands when it 

freezes and turns to ice, then as 

temperatures rise again, the ice melts.. 

This continual expansion and contraction 

can put pressure on rocks and break them 

apart.

When water reacts with minerals in rocks 

and the structure of the rock is changed.

The base of the cliff is eroded, leaving 

the rock above unsupported. This breaks 

up and collapses..

The sea’s waves lead to hydraulic action

and erosions of the land. The land is

made up of different rocks, some hard

some soft, leading to bays and headlands.

Further erosion leads to cracks, caves,

arches, stacks and stumps.

Coasts are where the land meets the

ocean. This can take different forms such

as beach (sand, shingle, pebble) and cliffs.

Ocean plastic, and beach litter. Beaches

are becoming poisonous habitats due to

human activity. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Coast Where the land meets the 

sea.

Cliff A high altitude area 

where the land meets the 

sea, made of hard rock.

Transportation The movement of eroded 

material up and down, 

and along the coast.

Longshore drift The transportation of 

sand and pebbles along 

the coast by waves.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Deposition Where waves set down 

material.

Erosion Waves wear away the 

coastline.

Destructive 

wave
Large destructive waves 

found in stormy conditions 

that often heavily erode 

beaches.

Sea defense Measures put in place to 

prevent coastal erosion and 

longshore drift.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Symbol A picture or a sign on a map that

represents something else. 

Physical

feature
A feature that has been

formed by nature.

Human 

feature
A feature that has been

made or changed by humans.

Atlas A collection of maps

in one book.



Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping and 

Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Identifying and 

Classifying

Can I sort items into solids and 

liquids?

Comparative

and fair testing

Can I investigate if gases have 

mass?

Pattern seeking
Can I explain what the particles look 

like in different states?

Research
Can I research the temperature in 

degrees that materials change state.

Observing over 

time

Can I understand the process of 

evaporation and condensation? Tier 2 Vocabulary
Freezing If a liquid or a substance 

containing a liquid freezes.

Gas A form of matter that is 

neither a liquid or a solid.

Liquid A form that flows easily and is 

neither a solid or a gas.

Solid A firm shape or form that can 

be measured in length, width,

and height.

Melting To change a solid to a liquid 

state through heat or pressure.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Condensation Small drops of water 

which form when water 

vapour or steam

touches a cold surface.

Evaporation To turn liquid into gas

in the form of vapour.

Particles A tiny amount or small 

piece.

Precipitation Liquid or solid particles 

that fall from a cloud as 

rain, sleet, hail or snow.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me?

Properties Why some materials are used for 

certain purposes because of their 

properties.

Melt This is when a solid changes to

a liquid. 

Freeze Liquid turns to a solid during the

freezing process. 

Temperature How hot or cold something is. Measured 

in degrees Celsius.

Science 

Autumn 2
Topic:  States of Matter

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

The freezing point of a particular 

substance is the temperature at

which it freezes.

The melting point of a particular 

substance is the temperature at which it 

melts.

When something vibrates, it shakes with 

repeated small, quick movements.

The process by which water on the earth 

evaporates, then condenses in the 

atmosphere, and then returns to earth in 

the form of precipitation is called water 

cycle.

Particles behave differently in solids, 

liquids and gases.

Particles in a solid are close together and

cannot move. They can only vibrate.

Particles in a liquid are close together but

can move around each other easily. 

Particles in a gas are spread out and can 

move around very quickly in all directions. 

When water and other liquids reach a 

certain temperature, they change state

into a solid or a gas. The temperatures 

that these changes happen at are

called the boiling, melting or freezing point.



Computing

Autumn 2
Topic: Creating media – Audio production

Concept Knowledge
Microphones Input devices that change sound into electrical 

signals, which can then be recorded or 

transmitted.

Musical

instruments
With the help of special cables, musical 

instruments can be linked to computers, and 

become input devices.

Digital

speakers
Turn the electrical signal into an audio output 

that can be heard by the listener. 

Headphones Worn over the ears of the listener, so that 

only they can hear the sound output.

Podcasts A type of spoken word file that can be 

downloaded by listeners. A user can often 

choose to download the whole series of podcasts.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

The process of recording and listening to sound 

requires input devices (e.g. a microphone) and 

output devices (e.g. a speaker).

People can have ownership over audio files, and 

can have the audio copyrighted, so that it can’t 

be copied without permission.

Some devices are capable of acting as both input 

and output devices. Examples include headsets, 

smartphones, and voice assistants.

Audacity is one example of an audio editing 

tool, but many others are available. For 

example, you can use the voice memo recorder on 

a tablet.

The sound is shown as a waveform. We should 

aim for it to peak at around 0.5/-0.5.

Sounds: Voices, jingles, background music, sound 

effects.

Information: Presenters’ names, name of podcast, 

introduction, main section, conclusion.

Top Tips for High-Quality Podcasts:

-Speak clearly

-Avoid fillers (‘um’, ‘like’)

-Avoid coughing/sneezing

-Take turns to speak

-Avoid background noise

-Don’t touch the microphone

-Choose music carefully

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Speaker Device for converting electrical 

energy into acoustical signal 

energy that is radiated into a 

room or open air.

Input The physical location of where 

a device receives a signal. 

Output Drives a signal into another 

device's audio input.

Microphone An instrument for converting 

sound waves into electrical 

energy variations which may 

then be amplified, 

transmitted, or recorded.

Diagrams/Photos
/ Maps

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Audio Audio means sound, including music, sound 

effects, and podcasts.

Input We use input devices to send the audio to the 

device/computer.

Output We use output devices to listen to the audio from 

the device/computer.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Podcasts Podcasts are a type of spoken 

word audio file, that can be 

downloaded by listeners.

Waveform A curve showing the shape of a 

wave at a given time.

Track A single stream of recorded 

sound with no location in a 

sound field.

Presenter Act as the public face (or voice) 

on television and radio stations.



Concept Knowledge

Texture The feel or look of a surface.

Visual 

elements

Line, shape, tone, colour, pattern, 

texture and form.

Brush stroke
The way the brush has been 

used.

Wash A watery layer of paint. 

Watercolours
Paint made of pigment with 

water.

Oil paints

A thick paint made with ground 

pigment and a drying oil such as 

linseed oil.

Techniques Taught

Tone

A range of tones can be made by 

adding increasing amounts of a 

dark colour to a light colour. 

Shades
Shades are made by adding black 

paint to a colour. 

Contrasting Compare in such a way as to 

emphasise differences.

Tints Tints are made by adding white 

paint to a colour.

Line A line is the continuous movement 

of a mark from dot to dot.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Line A line is an identifiable path 

created by a point.

Blending The technique of gently 

intermingling two or more colours.

Texture The perceived surface quality of a 

work of art.

Colour Produced when light, striking an 

object, is reflected back to the eye.

Tone The relative lightness or darkness 

of a colour.

Shade Shade is a hue or mixture of pure 

colors to which only black is added.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Technique The manner and ability with 

which an employs the 

technical skills.

Diluted Paint that is thinned down.

Bristle The short, stiff, coarse hairs 

of certain animals, used 

extensively in making brushes.

Stipple A drawing technique in which 

areas of light and shadow 

are created using dots.

Splatter A painting technique in which 

paint is flung, with the flick 

of a brush.

Key artists, craft makers and designers

Joseph Mallord William Turner RA, known in his time as William Turner, was an 

English Romantic painter, printmaker and watercolourist. He is known for his expressive 

colouring, imaginative landscapes and turbulent, often violent marine paintings.

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

Primary 

colours
Three colours that cannot be made. 

Secondary

colours
Made from mixing primary colours.

Tertiary 

colours
Made from mixing secondary 

colours. 

Colour

mixing
Mixing colours together to create 

different colours. 

Art

Autumn 2
Topic: Painting 

Materials



Jesus fed 5000 people with two fish and 

five loaves of bread by blessing it.

Christians believe that miracles were 

God’s way of helping people.

Religious Studies 

Autumn 2
Topic:  The journey of life and 

death

Concept Knowledge

Journeys What does a journey mean to us?

Celebrations How do different faiths celebrate 

key moments?

Faith Can we compare different faiths

with how their celebrations are 

similar and vary?

Milestones What are our views on the 

milestones that we may have 

already encountered?

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Journey Travelling from one place 

to another.

Ritual A ceremony that adheres 

to actions set out  to a 

prescribed order.

Promise A declaration that 

someone will  do 

something.

Commitment A state or quality of 

being dedicated.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Multi-cultural Several ethnic groups 

in a community.

Reincarnation The rebirth of a soul 

into another body.

Sacred Regarded important so 

not to be changed.

Eternal Never ending.

Tradition The transmission of 

customs or beliefs 

through generations.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Christmas Celebration of the day Christians 

believe Jesus was born. 

Hanukkah A Jewish festival of lights.

Festival A gathering of people to celebrate 

something.

Celebration A special event for a certain 

group of people.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Chinese new year is known as the spring festival and lasts 

for 15 days. It is also known as the lunar new year. 

Chinese people all around the world celebrate by setting 

off fireworks, visiting family, putting up decorations and 

giving red envelopes containing money, to children.

People of different religions celebrate different things 

because they have different beliefs. 

A Jewish person does not celebrate Easter because they do 

not believe Jesus rose from the dead, but a Christian will 

celebrate this because they believe it truly happened.

Celebrations matter because they help us to remember 

important events. They remind us why we believe certain 

things and what is important. 

Diwali is a Hindu festival which is celebrated throughout 

October and November. The celebration stands for 

prosperity and is celebrated with a festival of lights..

Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, who is 

believed to be the son of God and represents God’s love for 

humanity.

At Christmas, Christians attend Church and hold 

celebrations because Christ was born. The Nativity story 

tells of all of the events and important people leading 

Christ’s birth.
Easter A Christian celebration of Jesus 

rising from the dead.

Expression Saying what you think or 

showing how you feel 

using words or actions.



SCARF

Autumn 2
Topic:  Valuing difference

Concept Knowledge
Negotiation A discussion that resolves an 

issue in a way that both people 

find acceptable.

Conflict A struggle or clash between 

opposing forces. 

Passive Someone who doesn’t take action 

but instead lets things happen to 

them. 

Discrimination Discrimination - treating a 

person unfairly because of who 

they are or because they possess 

certain characteristics.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Children will discuss the meaning of family and 

look at the different ways a family can look.

They will explore the term respect and will 

celebrate the differences they have from one 

another and look at how these shape them as 

individuals. 

Children will discuss how to say no to someone 

we like. Personal space and unwanted contact 

and the associated feelings will be explored. 

Children will learn how to work well as part of 

a team. Solve conflicts and how to be tolerant. 

The children will also explore same sex 

relationships and diversity. 

Children will delve deeper into a wide range of 

feelings, where they may experience them and 

what happens to their bodies when they 

experience them. They will look at secrets vs 

surprises and how some secrets can be unsafe. 

Children will discuss the concept of a dare and 

the meaning behind it. 

Children will consider the differences between 

friends and acquaintances and how they adapt 

to the differences between their friends and 

peers and themselves. They will also share five 

things that make them, them and how we 

accommodate and ensure that there is 

something for everyone. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Emotional

needs
A state or condition that must be 

fulfilled in order for us to experience 

happiness and peace.

Friendship A relationship between friends.

Respect A feeling of deep admiration for 

someone or something.

Excluded Deny someone access to a place, group, 

or privilege.

Gender Either of the two sexes (male and 

female).

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Distressed Something that causes you to feel 

great pain or suffering.

Isolated To be or feel on your own. 

Remorseful A feeling of being sorry for 

something bad or wrong in the past. 

Qualities The features or characteristics of a 

person. 

Collaborate To work together. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Resolution The act of finding an answer or 

solution to a conflict or problem.

Discrimination The unjust or prejudicial treatment 

of different categories of people. 

Prejudice Preconceived opinion that is not 

based on reason or actual 

experience.

Diverse Including or involving people from 

a range of different social and 

ethnic backgrounds.

Multicultural Relating to or containing several 

cultural or ethnic groups within a 

society.


