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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3


Text Types One Pager Non-Chronological Report

A non-chronological report is a 

text that is not written in time 

order. They are normally non-

fiction texts which give 

information on a particular 

subject or event. 

What is a non-

chronological report?

Punctuation

• Using paragraphs to group related 

ideas.

• Using headings and sub-headings.

• Using the present perfect form of 

verbs in contrast to the past tense.

Structure
Topic title -

shows what the 
text is about

Introduction: Explains 
what the reader is 

about to read without 
giving too much away.

Paragraphs: Are 
grouped according 
to their information

Key features

• Topic title

• Introduction

• Subheadings

• Paragraphs

• Present tense

• Third Person



Reading

Autumn 1 
Book: The Fastest Boy in the World

Author: Elizabeth Laird

Blurb
Eleven-year-old Solomon loves to run! The great athletes 

of the Ethiopian national team are his heroes and he 

dreams that one day he will be a gold-medal-winning 

athlete. When his grandfather announces that he's going 

to take Solomon to Addis Ababa, Solomon cannot believe 

his ears. But, when grandfather collapses, Solomon knows 

that getting help from his village is up to him. It's a 

twenty-mile run from the city to home. Can the small 

bare-footed runner with the big heart do it?

Key Information

Plot Solomon’s grandfather announces that he's 

going to take Solomon to Addis Ababa.

Solomon's joy is increased when he realises that 

the Ethiopian running team will be doing a 

victory parade through the city that day. 

Setting The story is originally set in the countryside, 

near a small town called Kidame. Then 

Solomon and his Grandfather travel to the 

capital city of Ethiopia Addis Ababa.

Themes Courage, family, loss, grief, inspiration, loyalty, 

dedication, bravery, love and trust.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Outrageous Shockingly bad 

or excessive.

Ignorant Lacking 

knowledge or 

awareness in 

general.

Dozen A group or set of 

twelve.

Disgrace Bring shame or 

discredit on.

Relief A feeling of 

reassurance and 

relaxation.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Gawping Stare openly in a 

stupid or rude 

manner.

Briskly In an active, quick, or 

energetic way.

Tentative Not certain or fixed.

Faltered Lose strength or 

momentum.

Dowdy Unfashionable and 

unstylish.

Key Quotes
“There was only one room, with the 

fire burning away in the middle. It 

got a bit smoky, but it kept us warm 

and gave a glowing light.”

“My heart had started pumping, 

and my face felt as if it was on 

fire. Addis Ababa! Our capital city!”

“When we got back to the shop, I 

could have cried with relief. 

Grandfather was sitting up.”

“Grandfather! I can’t! I don’t know 

the way!”

Key Characters

Solomon Eleven year old boy.

Grandfather Solomon’s Grandfather.

Marco Solomon’s best friend.

Wondu Solomon’s cousin.

Kebede Solomon’s friend from Addis Ababa.

Derartu Tulu The fastest woman in the world.

Ato Alemu Grandfather’s best friend.

Passengers People on the bus.

Abba Solomon’s dad.

Konjit Solomon’s little sister.

Text type: Fiction / Non Fiction / Poetry

Genre: Fiction 
The 7 Story Types:
Overcoming the enemy
Rags to Riches
The Quest
Voyage and Return
Comedy
Tragedy
Rebirth

Genre: Non-fiction
Biography 
Autobiography
Recount
Instructions
Report
Explanation
Persuasive
Discussion

Genre: Poetry
Acrostic 
Cinquain 
Free Verse
Haiku
Limerick
Narrative
Nonsense 
Shape
Sonnet

Other books to explore

Discussion Points / Key Questions
• What is it like to live in Ethopia?

• What is the relationship like before Solomon and his Grandfather?

• Why does Solomon’s Grandfather take him to visit Addis Ababa?

• Will Solomon’s Grandfather survive?

• Does Solomon overcome his challenge and how?



Geography

Autumn 1
Topic: Maps

Concept Knowledge
(concepts being covered)

Location Location as a concept can be 

explained in terms of a designated 

area, a locality such as a town, 

city or country. 

Place Place as a concept develops 

understanding of the physical and 

human characteristics of places. 

Human and 

Physical 

Processes

The geographical concept of physical 

and human processes looks at 

natural and man-made. 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

A map is a drawing of an actual place

that uses lines and symbols to represent

real-life objects.

Key features of maps include: a title, a 

compass rose, symbols, a key and different 

colours for important things, such as green 

for forests and blue for rivers.

People use a compass to help them position

and use a map accurately. The main

points of a compass are north, south, east 

and west.

When planning a journey using a map, 

people think about the quickest or safest 

route.

An atlas shows maps of continents,

countries, oceans and the physical features 

of a place.

Maps are usually drawn from an aerial 

view. 

A map maker is called a cartographer.

Often, maps will include a key to help us 

understand the different symbols. 

The National Grid is a grid reference 

system for the whole of Great Britain.

A digital map is a map that uses 

technology such as a satnav.

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Key Helps us understand 

map.

Symbol A picture or a sign on 

a map that represents 

something else. 

Atlas A collection of maps

in one book.

Coordinates Numbers used to

indicate the position of 

a point.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Compass A tool which shows people 

which direction they are 

travelling in and helps them 

find their way.

Route A way of getting from a 

start point to a finish point.

Physical

feature
A feature that has been

formed by nature.

Human 

feature
A feature that has been

made or changed by humans.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Climate The usual weather conditions of an 

area.

Aerial

view
A view from above. Also known as a

‘bird’s-eye’ view.

Compass We use compasses to show direction

Equator The northern hemisphere is anything

above the equator and the southern 

hemisphere is anything below the equator



Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping and 

Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Identifying and 

Classifying

Can I sort items into solids and 

liquids?

Comparative

and fair testing

Can I investigate if gases have 

mass?

Pattern seeking
Can I explain what the particles look 

like in different states?

Research
Can I research the temperature in 

degrees that materials change state.

Observing over 

time

Can I understand the process of 

evaporation and condensation? Tier 2 Vocabulary
Freezing If a liquid or a substance 

containing a liquid freezes.

Gas A form of matter that is 

neither a liquid or a solid.

Liquid A form that flows easily and is 

neither a solid or a gas.

Solid A firm shape or form that can 

be measured in length, width,

and height.

Melting To change a solid to a liquid 

state through heat or pressure.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Condensation Small drops of water 

which form when water 

vapour or steam

touches a cold surface.

Evaporation To turn liquid into gas

in the form of vapour.

Particles A tiny amount or small 

piece.

Precipitation Liquid or solid particles 

that fall from a cloud as 

rain, sleet, hail or snow.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me?

Properties Why some materials are used for 

certain purposes because of their 

properties.

Melt This is when a solid changes to

a liquid. 

Freeze Liquid turns to a solid during the

freezing process. 

Temperature How hot or cold something is. Measured 

in degrees Celsius.

Science 

Autumn 1
Topic:  States of Matter

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

The freezing point of a particular 

substance is the temperature at

which it freezes.

The melting point of a particular 

substance is the temperature at which it 

melts.

When something vibrates, it shakes with 

repeated small, quick movements.

The process by which water on the earth 

evaporates, then condenses in the 

atmosphere, and then returns to earth in 

the form of precipitation is called water 

cycle.

Particles behave differently in solids, 

liquids and gases.

Particles in a solid are close together and

cannot move. They can only vibrate.

Particles in a liquid are close together but

can move around each other easily. 

Particles in a gas are spread out and can 

move around very quickly in all directions. 

When water and other liquids reach a 

certain temperature, they change state

into a solid or a gas. The temperatures 

that these changes happen at are

called the boiling, melting or freezing point.



Computing

Autumn 1
Topic: Computing Systems and Networks 

The Internet

Concept Knowledge
Computer 

networks
Allow us to send and receive information 

between computers that are in different places.

Networks Can help us to communicate quickly and 

easily. Can also join computers to shared 

devices, like scanners and printers.

The 

internet
A global network of computers. A network of 

networks that is used around the world.

Information 

sharing
If information is shared on a network, it helps 

to reduce the risk of data being lost.

World

Wide Web
A system on the internet that has websites and 

webpages.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Digital devices are things made for a particular 

purpose, that use processing.

Digital devices have an input, process and an 

output.

Information and data can be shared across 

networks. Many devices are used to create 

networks.

A device is something that has been made for a 

particular purpose.

In computing, a connection describes a link 

between the computer and something else. 

A computer network is a set of connections that 

joins computers together.

The computers in the network can send and 

receive information to one another.

Some content is protected on the internet. It is 

important to know that not all information on 

the internet is accurate.

The World Wide Web is the part of the internet 

where we can visit web pages and websites.

The content on the internet may belong to 

different people or companies.

The content may be copyrighted, meaning that 

others cannot copy or use it without permission.

Not all of the information that we see or hear on 

the internet is reliable. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Input Something that sends a 

message to the device.

Output Something that is sent out by 

the device. 

Router A router is something that 

finds a route between networks, 

connecting them.

The 

internet
The internet is a network of 

networks, that is used around 

the world to share information 

and communicate.

Diagrams/Photos/ 
Maps

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Technology Something that has been made by people to help 

us..

Sharing Information and data can be shared by devices 

across networks.

Networks Connect different devices to one another, allowing 

for information sharing. Can also connect to 

other networks in different places, using a router.

The 

internet

A network of networks that are all connected 

together.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Process The device acts on the 

message.

Network 

switch
A device that helps different 

devices on a network to be 

connected with each other.

Server A computer that manages 

the network and stores files.

Protection Networks have security 

features that mean they can 

block or allow messages and 

requests. This means that 

information and data can be 

kept safe.



Concept Knowledge

Safety

How to work safely and

appropriately with food by washing 

hands before handling food.

Nutrition

Food is divided into groups. A food 

pyramid shows the proportions of 

different foods that should be eaten.

Design

The design process that leads to 

innovation on products, services or 

systems for food and eating.

Make Different healthy cooking methods.

Techniques Taught
Mix Combine or put together to 

form one substance or mass.

Chop Cut into pieces with repeated 

sharp blows of a knife.

Drizzle A thin stream of a liquid 

ingredient trickled over food.

Peel Remove the outer covering or 

skin from food.

Grate Reduce food to small shreds by 

rubbing it on a grater.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Seasonal Produce that only grows 

in certain seasons.

Hygiene Keeping an area clean to 

prevent illness.

Ingredients Foods or substances 

combined to make a dish.

Equipment Items needed for an 

activity or purpose.

Raw Food that has not cooked.

Vegetarian A person who does not 

eat meat or fish.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Utensils A hand-held tool used for 

food preparation.

Nutrients A substance needed for

healthy growth and

development.

Preserved Treated in a way so that it

does not go bad.

Vitamins A group of organic 

compounds which are 

essential for normal growth

Coarsely A way that is rough.

Key artists, craft makers and designers

Gordon Ramsay, born on 8th November 

1966, is an influential English chef. He 

has appeared on lots of television shows. 

He is well known for critiquing and 

improving other people’s restaurants and 

menus.

Jamie Oliver is a famous chef who has 

influenced healthy eating in schools 

across the country. He has appeared on a 

range of television shows and continues to 

share his expertise with others.

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

Hygiene The importance of hygiene and the 

spreading of germs.

Balanced 

diet
A diet consisting of a variety of 

different types of food.

Safety How to use cooking equipment

safely.

Seasons Each of the four divisions of the 

year.

Design and Technology

Autumn 1
Topic: Cooking and Nutrition

Seasonal Foods

Materials



Jesus fed 5000 people with two fish and 

five loaves of bread by blessing it.

Christians believe that miracles were 

God’s way of helping people.

Religious Studies 

Autumn 1
Topic:  The journey of life and 

death

Concept Knowledge

Journeys What does a journey mean to us?

Celebrations How do different faiths celebrate 

key moments?

Faith Can we compare different faiths

with how their celebrations are 

similar and vary?

Milestones What are our views on the 

milestones that we may have 

already encountered?

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Journey Travelling from one place 

to another.

Ritual A ceremony that adheres 

to actions set out  to a 

prescribed order.

Promise A declaration that 

someone will  do 

something.

Commitment A state or quality of 

being dedicated.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Multi-cultural Several ethnic groups 

in a community.

Reincarnation The rebirth of a soul 

into another body.

Sacred Regarded important so 

not to be changed.

Eternal Never ending.

Tradition The transmission of 

customs or beliefs 

through generations.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Christmas Celebration of the day Christians 

believe Jesus was born. 

Hanukkah A Jewish festival of lights.

Festival A gathering of people to celebrate 

something.

Celebration A special event for a certain 

group of people.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Chinese new year is known as the spring festival and lasts 

for 15 days. It is also known as the lunar new year. 

Chinese people all around the world celebrate by setting 

off fireworks, visiting family, putting up decorations and 

giving red envelopes containing money, to children.

People of different religions celebrate different things 

because they have different beliefs. 

A Jewish person does not celebrate Easter because they do 

not believe Jesus rose from the dead, but a Christian will 

celebrate this because they believe it truly happened.

Celebrations matter because they help us to remember 

important events. They remind us why we believe certain 

things and what is important. 

Diwali is a Hindu festival which is celebrated throughout 

October and November. The celebration stands for 

prosperity and is celebrated with a festival of lights..

Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, who is 

believed to be the son of God and represents God’s love for 

humanity.

At Christmas, Christians attend Church and hold 

celebrations because Christ was born. The Nativity story 

tells of all of the events and important people leading 

Christ’s birth.
Easter A Christian celebration of Jesus 

rising from the dead.

Expression Saying what you think or 

showing how you feel 

using words or actions.



SCARF

Autumn 1
Topic:  Me and my relationships

Concept Knowledge
Distressed Something that causes you to 

feel great pain or suffering. 

Isolated To be or feel on your own. 

Remorseful A feeling of being sorry for 

something bad or wrong in the 

past. 

Qualities The features or characteristics 

of a person. 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Children will build cooperation and team 

work skills, how they help the special people 

their network, deciphering between danger 

and risk, personal space and that of others, 

solving issues where they will impact the 

feelings of others, qualities of friends and 

create a friendship tree. 

Children will look at different scenarios and 

decide if they are a secret or a surprise, they 

will consider the feelings associated with the 

scenarios and who would help them in these 

situations. They will also look at ‘dares’ and 

whether they are good or bad. 

Children will discuss the meaning of family 

and look at the different ways a family can 

look. They will explore the term respect and 

will celebrate the differences they have from 

one another and look at how these shape 

them as individuals. 

Children will discuss how to say no to 

someone we like. Personal space and 

unwanted contact and the associated feelings 

will be explored. Children will learn how to 

work well as part of a team. Solve conflicts 

and how to be tolerant. The children will 

also explore same sex relationships and 

diversity. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Isolated Having minimal contact or 

little in common with others.

Peaceful Free from disturbance.

Respectful Feeling or showing deference 

and respect.

Teamwork The combined action of a 

group, especially when effective 

and efficient.

Responsibilities The opportunity or ability to 

act independently and take 

decisions.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Support To help someone and cheer them 

on. 

Heal To make healthy and better 

again. 

Tease To irritate and annoy someone in 

a playful way. 

Fair Free from favouring one or 

another.

Respect To think about others feelings and 

what they think and like. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Remorseful Filled with remorse; sorry.

Negotiate Obtain or bring about by 

discussion.

Compromise An agreement or settlement of 

a dispute that is reached by 

each side making concessions.

Collaborate Work jointly on an activity or 

project.

Consequences A result or effect, typically 

one that is unwelcome or 

unpleasant.

Collaborate To work together. 


