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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3


Text Types One Pager Recounts – Diary Entries

A recount is written to tell 

someone about a 

particular event or 

experience. 

What? 
What do I 

need to 
include?

Use the past 
tense 

The date/ time

The first person

(I, we, my, our)

Write events in 
chronological order 
(the order they 
happened in)

My thoughts and feelings
Use adverbials of time e.g. 

first, then, after that

Punctuation
Commas in a list

We ate bananas, pancakes, chocolate, 

sweets and lots of candy floss.

Exclamation marks

It was awesome!



History

Summer 2
Topic: Victorians

Concept Knowledge
(concepts being covered)

Significance Identify some ways that people 
from the past have impacted upon 

our lives

Chronology Put pictures, artefacts or events in 
chronological order.

Similarity 
and 

difference

Use appropriate words and phrases 
to describe historical events

Significance Recognise that certain celebrations 
are as a direct result of an event 

that occurred in the past

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

The Victorians were the people who 

lived during the reign of Queen 

Victoria.

More and more factories and 

workhouses were built for people 

to work in, so towns and cities 

grew.

The railways grew so people could 

travel faster and further.

The poor were very poor - they 

worked in workhouses and 

factories.

Many rich people had servants.

There was no electricity.

Not many people could read or 

write but Queen Victoria made all 

children go to school.

Children were made to work in 

dangerous places such as in coal 

mines or as chimney sweeps. They 

worked very long hours for very 

little money.

Tier 2 Vocabulary

factory A building where things 
are made, often by 
machines.

railway A set of tracks for trains.

invention Creating something new 
and making it.

monarch A King or Queen.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

reign The time that someone is 
king or queen.

workhouses Places where poor people, 
including children, would live in 
exchange for working. The 
conditions were very bad.

mining Digging coal and other products 
from deep below the ground.

wealthy Having a lot of money or assets 
(being very rich).

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

We have learnt how to order events on a 
timeline and discuss when they happened. 

We have learnt who Queen Victoria is and 
compared her life to Queen Elizabeth II. 

We have learnt the meaning of the term 
‘past’ and have compared the lives of 
others to ours now. 

We have learnt about past and present 
monarchs and have ordered them on a 
timeline.

Florence 
Nightingale

Victorian Inventions

Queen 
Victoria

Enterprise

Everyone a Leader



Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping

and Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Identifying and 

classifying

Can I explain what humans would 
wear in each season?

Research
Can I explain how the seasons are 
different?

Pattern seeking
Can I explain what a robin does 
each season?

Observing over 

time
Can I find out about how day length 
is affected by the seasons?

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Autumn Between September and November. 

Many leaves fall off the trees.

Spring Between March and May. There is 
usually lots of signs of new growth.

Summer The hottest season in the UK. 
Between June and August.

Winter The coldest season in the UK. We can 
have snow in this season. Between 
December and February.

Weather Weather is what the sky and the air 
outside are like.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Temperature It is measurement of hot or 

cold that can be measured 
using a thermometer.

Thermometer This is the instrument that 
measures the temperature.

Weather 

symbol
These are signs used to help 
us understand more about 
our daily weather.

Deciduous Deciduous trees are trees 
that shed their leaves once a 
year, usually during the 
season of autumn.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

I know what a habitat is. 

I can identify animals that live in 
different habitats.

I can name different types of weather. 

I understand how to compare the 
climate of the UK to another country.

I can explain how animals adapt to 
different habitats. 

Science 
Summer 2

Topic:  Seasonal Changes

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

• In the UK we have four seasons: 

spring, summer, autumn and 

winter. Summer is the hottest 

season and winter the coldest.

• Spring starts when the day and 

night are the same length (usually 

21st March. However, many say 

that Spring starts on March 1st).

• In summer the longest day of the 

year is around June 21st and in 

winter the shortest day of the 

year is usually December 21st.

• When we have our summer it is 

winter in the southern 

hemisphere. When we have our 

winter Australia has its summer.

• In the USA and many other 

countries the season ‘Autumn’ is 

known as the ‘Fall’. This is 

because so many leaves fall from 

the trees in Autumn.

• Seasons change throughout the 

year because of the way the Earth 

travels around the Sun.



Computing

Summer 2
Topic: Data and information - Pictograms

Concept Knowledge
Grouping Objects can be put into different groups. These groups 

can be made up of objects that are the same, or objects 
that have the same properties (features). 

Counting Computers can be programmed to count the amounts in 
each group. 

Tallying Tallying helps us to record as we count. We chunk into 
groups of five, with the first four counts looking like 
sticks, and the fifth count making the ‘gate.’

Tally Charts Tally charts are used to collect data about the number in 
each group quickly.

Pictograms A pictogram is a chart that uses pictures to display data. 
They can be made using pens or paper, or they can be 
made using a computer. The pictogram on the right 
shows the favourite fruits of a group of school children. 
Each piece of fruit shows what each child selected.

Block Charts Block charts work in a similar way to pictograms, except 
each object is presented as a block. The block diagram 
on the right presents how different children get into 
school.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

• Data can be numbers, words 
or figures. Information is 
what we can understand 
from looking at data.

• Objects can be organised into 
groups, based on what they 
are or their properties 
(features).

• Data about different groups 

can be recorded and 

presented by using 

pictograms, tally charts and 

block charts. This data can 

answer questions and solve 

problems.

• Grouping: Computers can 

help us by allowing us to put 

different objects into groups. 

• Using Data: There should be 

a reason to collect data, and 

so it should be easy to read. 

• Computer programs such as 

j2data can help us to create 

pictograms and block charts. 

• Pictograms can be used in 

order to answer questions 

and solve problems.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Information Facts provided or 

learned about 
something.

Group A number of people or 
things that are located, 
gathered, or classed 
together.

Tally A current score or 
amount.

Tally Chart A table used to record 
values for a variable.

Diagrams/Photos/ 
Maps

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

 I have learned data can be numbers, words or figures. Information 

is what we can understand from looking at data.

 I have learned objects can be labelled using either their names or 

describing their properties. 

 I have learned labels can be used to place objects into groups. This 

helps us to count and compare data easily, through looking at 

similarities and differences. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Data Data is information that 

has been translated into 
a form that is efficient 
for movement or 
processing. 

Pictogram Pictograms are types of 
charts and graphs that 
use icons and images to 
represent data.

Properties Properties are the 
settings of an object on a 
computer.

Problem A matter or situation 
regarded as unwelcome 
or harmful and needing 
to be dealt with and 
overcome.



Concept Knowledge
(Colour, line, pattern, form, value, texture, space)

Pattern A repeated decorative design.

Tone
How light or dark a colour is.

Colour
What is produced when light 
strikes an object and is reflected to 
the eye.

Texture
The look and feel of a piece of art.

Techniques Taught

Print
To transfer text or a design
onto paper.

Sketch
A quick, light drawing or 
painting without detail.

Geometric 

pattern

A pattern formed of 
geometric shapes such as 
circles, rectangles, squares 
and triangles.

Hatching
Drawing lots of fine lines in 
the same direction. 

Cross Hatching
Drawing lots of
fine lines horizontally and
vertically to create texture. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Pattern
A pattern is a design 
that is repeated. 

Portrait
A painting, drawing or 
photograph of a person. 

Seasonal
Characteristic of a 
particular season of the 
year. 

Primary
They cannot be created
by mixing any other 
colours.

Self-portrait A portrait that an artist 
produces of themselves.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Texture
Marks added to make
the object look
real. 

Still life
A painting or drawing of 
an arrangement of 
objects.

Secondary
A result of mixing two 
primary colours.

Hatching
A drawing technique 
used to create tone.

Tone How light or dark a
colour is.

Key artists, craft makers and designers

Giuseppe Arcimboldo 
He was an Italian artist from Milan in Italy. He was born in 1526 and died in 1593. 

His father was a painter. He is best known for painting portrait heads using fruits,

vegetables, flowers, fish and books. In 1976, a sculpture was made to remember 

his work and create a legacy. Some of his most famous pieces are called Four 

Seasons. These images are created using fruit that is grown during each season.

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

Draw lines of different shape and 
thickness using different grades of 
pencil.

Create different tones using light 
and dark. 

Create different patterns and 
textures. 

Create different shades of the 
same colour. 

Art
Summer 2

Topic: Giuseppe Arcimboldo

Materials



Jesus fed 5000 people with two fish and 

five loaves of bread by blessing it.

Christians believe that miracles were 

God’s way of helping people.

Religious Studies 

Summer 2
Topic:  Places of Worship

Concept Knowledge

How are Churches important to believers?

How are synagogues important to believers?

What are some Christian symbols?

What are some Jewish symbols?

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Belief
What you think is true
and right. 

Religion
A belief in and worship 
of superhuman being.

Christian
Somebody who follows 
Christianity.

God
The all-seeing, all-
knowing creator of 
everything.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Bimah
The platform in a 
synagogue which the Torah 
is read from. 

Challah

bread

A special type of bread 
eaten by Jewish people on 
special occasions

Sacred
Something that is 
connected with God in a 
special way. 

Altar 
A table in a church that 
bread and wine are 
consumed from. 

Holiness Being devoted to God. 

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

We have learned how different 
people show their beliefs. 

We have learned what Christian
and Jewish people celebrate.

We have learned why we celebrate 
different things.

We have learned what we can 
learn from stories in the bible. 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

• Churches are places of worship for 

Christians. Special events happen 

here such as Weddings, christenings 

and funerals. Some Christians go to 

church every week to worship God 

and pray together. 

• Some things you may find in a church 

include a cross, statues of Jesus and a 

font. 

• Synagogues are places of worship for 

Jewish people. They also hold special 

events such as weddings but also 

things like Bat Mitzfahs.

• Some things you may find in a 

synagogue include a menorah, prayer 

shawl and the Star of David.

• The Christian cross is to symbolise the 

cross that Jesus died on.

• The Star of David was created as a 

symbol for Judaism and is now seen 

on the flag of Jerusalem and in 

Synagogues.

• Some people who are not religious 

will never go to holy buildings 

because they do not need to worship 

a god they do not believe in. 



SCARF

Summer 2
Topic:  Growing and Changing

Concept Knowledge

Season One of the four different times 
of the year. 

Love A feeling of warmth about 
another person. 

Penis Male genitals. 

Vulva External female genitals. 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

• Children will discover how they are 

resilient in situations when things go 

wrong and how they can adopt a ‘Yes, I 

can!’ attitude adopting a Positive Growth 

Mindset. 

• Children will explore the seasons and the 

accompanying seasonal changes. They 

will also discover the life stages and 

changes which occur in plants, animals 

and humans. 

• Children will begin with human life stages 

and think about who they will be as they 

grow and change. They will then be 

discovering where babies come from. 

• Children will think about what it means to 

get bigger and will discuss and explore 

the difference between the bodies of girls 

and boys. 

• Children will think about the things they 

can do now which they have learnt since 

growing from a  baby, parts including the 

differences between boys and girls and 

the importance of keeping privates 

private. They will also look at what it 

takes to care for a baby. 

• Children will share how they are and have 

been resilient as they have grown up, 

saying goodbye to someone who moves 

away and isn’t around anymore, changes 

in their bodies and body parts they would 

and wouldn’t see in different situations. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Seasons

Each of the four divisions of 
the year, marked by 
particular weather patterns 
and daylight hours.

Growing
Becoming greater over a 
period of time; increasing.

Family
A group of one or more 
parents and their children 
living together as a unit.

Love An intense feeling of deep 
affection.

Care

The provision of what is 
necessary for the health, 
welfare, maintenance, and 
protection of someone or 
something.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Life Cycles
The series of changes in 
the life of an organism 
including reproduction.

Private parts A person's genitals.

Penis The male genital organ.

Vulva The outer part of the 
female genitals.

Diagrams/Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Grow I have learned that to grow 
means to increase in size. 

Private
I have learned that private 
parts belong to a particular 
person. 

Consent

I have learned that consent 
means giving your permission 
or saying yes to something 
which affects you. 

Secret
I have learned that a secret is 
something which is kept or 
hidden away. 

Uncomfortable
I have learned that 
uncomfortable means when 
something makes you feel 
uneasy. 


