
Year 1 and 2 – Seeds of Knowledge

Autumn 1



Dear Parents and Carers,

We have been in the process of focusing on the content of our whole curriculum to 
ensure that there is a much greater emphasis on the ‘powerful knowledge’ that children 
need in order to truly understand concepts and also to enable them to apply that 
knowledge. We have looked at each subject and are currently identifying the essential 
knowledge that we feel is the children’s minimum entitlement - and then deciding how 
best to teach it.

Here are our 'Knowledge Organisers' which are the ‘go-to’ documents outlining the 
essential knowledge that the teachers will be covering across a unit of work; vocabulary, 
definitions, and other information. These Knowledge Organisers will be shared with 
pupils, parents and carers before units of work are taught – with the aim that everyone 
knows exactly what is being taught, and what the children need to learn.

We ask that parents read through these Knowledge Organisers at home with their 
children.



Year 1    Maths: Numbers to 10

Key Vocabulary
Sort Fewer

Groups Less than

Patterns Least

Digits Fewest

Number More

Count on Greater than

Count back Most

One more Greatest

One less Number line

Equal to Tens frame

What can I use to help me?
Concrete Pictorial Abstract

Representing a number using 

physical equipment such as 

counters.

Representing a number by 

drawing.

Representing a number on a 

number line. 

 Children count reliably with numbers from 

one to 20. 

 Children can place the numbers one to 20 in 

the correct order.

 Children can say which number in one more 

and one less than a given number. 

What should I already know? (Reception objectives)

 Count to and across 10, forwards and backwards, 

beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given number.

 Count, read and write numbers to 10 in numerals.

 Given a number, identify one more and one less.

 Identify and represent numbers using objects and 

pictorial representations.

 read and write numbers from 1 to 10 in numerals 

and words.

What will I know? (Year 1 objectives)



Year 1    Maths: Part-whole within 10

What can I use to help me?
Concrete Pictorial Abstract

Representing a part or a whole 

using physical equipment such 

as counters.

Representing a part or a whole 

by drawing.

Representing a part or a whole 

by writing numerals.

 Children know how to sort and compare 

objects to 10.

 Children understand how to count forwards 

and backwards within 10.

 Children can order a set of numbers and use 

the vocabulary ‘less than, ‘more than’ and 

‘equal to’.

What should I already know? (Reception objectives)

 How to use the part-whole model.

 How to write number sentences.

 How to find different ways to make a number. 

 How to make number bonds.

 How to compare number bonds. 

What will I know? (Year 1 objectives)

Key Vocabulary
Part-whole model Number sentence

Part Sequence

Whole Symbol

Groups In total

Number bonds Compare

Equal to Partition 

More than Same

Less than Different



Year 1    Maths: Addition and subtraction within 10 (1)

What can I use to help me?
Concrete Pictorial Abstract

Representing a number using 

physical equipment such as 

counters.

Representing a number by 

drawing

Representing a number on a 

number line.

What should I already know? (Reception objectives)

 Add parts to find the whole.

 Find a missing part.

 Practise using number bonds. 

 Find fact families.

 Solve word problems. 

What will I know? (Year 1 objectives)

Key Vocabulary
Part Added

Whole Plus

Part-whole Count

Altogether Count on

In total Missing

Total Missing part

Sum Number bonds

Add Number pairs

 How to use the part-whole model.

 How to write number sentences.

 How to find different ways to make a number. 

 How to make number bonds.

 How to compare number bonds. 



Year 1    Maths: Addition and subtraction within 10 (2)

What can I use to help me?
Concrete Pictorial Abstract

Representing a number using 

physical equipment such as 

counters.

Representing a number by 

drawing

Representing a number on a 

number line.

What should I already know? (Reception objectives) What will I know? (Year 1 objectives)

• Add parts to find the whole.

• Find a missing part.

• Practise using number bonds. 

• Find fact families.

• Solve word problems. 

Key Vocabulary
How many? More

Take away Fewer

Subtract More than

Subtraction Less than

Addition Missing part

Count back Number stories

Difference Taken away

Count backwards Left

 Take away to find out how many are left.

 Subtract by breaking the whole into parts.

 Discover related number facts. 

 Comparing additions and subtractions.

 Find the difference. 

 Solve word problems.



Key Vocabulary
less than < greater than >
fewer smaller
bigger zero
tens ones
hundreds place value
greater than less than
partition count
Order Ten frame
place value 
grid

part-whole model

Year 2    Maths: Numbers to 100 (counting and place value)

What can I use to help me?
Concrete Pictorial Abstract

Representing a number using 
physical equipment such as 

base ten.

Representing a number by 
drawing rods and cubes.

Representing a number using a 
part whole model or on a 

number line. 

What should I already know? (Year 1 objectives)

 count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number 

 count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos, 

fives and tens

 given a number, identify one more and one less

 identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations 

including the number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less 

than (fewer), most, least 

 read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words.

What will I know? (Year 2 objectives)

 count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number, 

forward and backward

 recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit number (tens, 

ones)

 identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 

representations, including the number line

 compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use and = signs

 read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words

 use place value and number facts to solve problems



Year 2    Maths: Addition and Subtraction 1

Key Vocabulary
addition + number sentence
subtraction - altogether
equals = in total
tens ones
number bonds fact family
part whole
part-whole sum
plus minus
place value column

What can I use to help me? 
Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

 
 

 
 
 

Representing a number using 
physical equipment such as base ten, 

adding more or taking away. 

 

 
 

Representing a number by drawing 
rods and cubes. Adding by drawing 
more., subtracting by crossing out. 

 

 
 

Representing calculation using a 
number sentence or column method.  

 

What should I already know? (Year 1 objectives)
 read, write and interpret mathematical statements 

involving addition (+), subtraction ( ) and equals (=) signs
 represent and use number bonds and related subtraction 

facts within 20
 add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, 

including zero
 solve one-step problems that involve addition and 

subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = 
___ 9.

What will I know? (Year 2 objectives)
 recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and 

derive and use related facts up to 100
 add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations, and mentally (including a two-digit number and 
ones, a two-digit number and tens, two two-digit numbers or 
adding three one-digit numbers)

 show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order 
(commutative) and subtraction of one number from another 
cannot

 recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and 
subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve missing 
number problems.



Year 2    Maths: Addition and Subtraction 2

Key Vocabulary
addition + difference
subtraction - altogether
equals = in total
tens ones
part whole
part-whole sum
plus minus
place value column
regroup exchange

What can I use to help me? 
Concrete Pictorial Abstract 

 
 

 
 

Representing a number using 
physical equipment such as base ten, 

adding more or taking away. 

 

 
 

Representing a number by drawing 
rods and cubes. Adding by drawing 
more., subtracting by crossing out. 

 

 
Representing calculations using a 

number sentence or column method.  

 

What should I already know? (Year 1 objectives)
 read, write and interpret mathematical statements 

involving addition (+), subtraction ( ) and equals (=) signs
 represent and use number bonds and related subtraction 

facts within 20
 add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, 

including zero
 solve one-step problems that involve addition and 

subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations, and missing number problems such as 7 
= ___ 9.

What will I know? (Year 2 objectives)
 add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations, and mentally (including a two-digit number 
and ones, a two-digit number and tens, two two-digit 
numbers or adding three one-digit numbers)

 show that addition of two numbers can be done in any 
order (commutative) and subtraction of one number from 
another cannot

 recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition 
and subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve 
missing number problems.

 solve problems with addition and subtraction applying their 
increasing knowledge of mental and written methods



Year 1 and 2 Reading: The Highway Rat
Key Text 

Book: The Highway Rat by 

Julia Donaldson 

 

          

 

 

  

 

  

 

Characters 

Highway Rat 

 

Rabbit 

 

Squirrel 

 

Cat 

 

Duck 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Feast 

 

Clover 

 

Cave 

 

Gallop 

 

Echo 

 

Reading Knowledge Organiser – The Highway Rat 

Plot 
Give me your buns and your biscuits! Give me your chocolate 

eclairs! For I am the Rat of the highway, and the Rat Thief 

never shares!' Life is not safe for the other animals, as the 

villainous Highway Rat gallops along the highway, stealing 

their food. Clover from a rabbit; nuts from a squirrel - he 

even steals his own horse's hay. Will he finally meet his 

comeuppance, in the form of a cunning duck? 

  
  

Genre: Fiction  
The 7 Story Types 

1. Overcoming the enemy 
2. Rags to Riches 
3. The Quest 
4. Voyage and Return 
5. Comedy 
6. Tragedy 
7. Rebirth 

  

Text type: Fiction/ Non Fiction / Poetry 

Genre: Non-fiction 

1. Biography  
2. Autobiography 
3. Recount 
4. Instructions 
5. Report 
6. Explanation 
7. Persuasive 
8. Discussion 

  

Genre: Poetry 

1. Acrostic  

2. Cinquain  

3. Free Verse 

4. Haiku 

5. Limerick 

6. Narrative 

7. Nonsense  

8. Shape 

9. Sonnet 

  

 

Setting 

The woods   

Texts we are reading for pleasure:  
               

               



Year 1 and 2 History and Geography: Robin Hood

Key vocabulary

Archer A person who shoots with a bow and arrow.  

Camouflage Disguising yourself to blend in with your surroundings.  

Forest A large area covered in trees. 

Bow and arrow A weapon that is shot from a bow.

Major Oak The Major Oak is a large English oak tree in the middle 

of Sherwood Forest.

Merry Men A group of outlaws who follow Robin Hood. 

Sherwood Forest An ancient forest in Nottingham.

Outlaw A person who acts outside of the law. 

Famous people
Robin Hood

Maid Marian

Sheriff of Nottingham

Key questions
 Who was Robin Hood and when was he alive?

 Why was Sherwood Forest a good place for Robin Hood to 

live?

 Why is Robin Hood described as a hero and a villain?

 How is the legend of Robin Hood remembered?

The Story of Robin Hood

England was ruled by King John because King Richard had 

gone to war. King John was a mean man who took money 

from the poor villagers. Robin Hood and his Merry Men 

were cross about this and began stealing money from the 

rich to give back to the poor. King John wanted to capture 

Robin Hood and put him in jail so he organised an archery 

competition to trap Robin because he was the best archer in 

all of Nottingham. Robin Hood came to the competition in a 

disguise so he could win. Robin Hood won and King John 

chased him back into the forest.



Year 1 and 2 Literacy: Setting Description

A setting description describes 

where your character is. The 

setting can play an important 

part when telling your story. 

What is a setting description?

What do I 
need to 
include?

Describe where it 
is and what you 

can see.

Describe what 
you can hear 
and smell.

Describe the 
weather.

Include adjectives to 
describe.

Alan Peat
List sentence

Punctuation
Use a capital letter and a full stop.

To use a comma in a list.

In the dark forest, enormous, old, twisted trees tower over

a mossy, green floor. The hot sunlight shines through the

thick leaves lighting up the beautiful flowers underneath.

All around me, I can hear loud noises. Bees buzzing and

birds calling. Monkeys howling and crunchy leaves rustling.

List sentence

Use three 

adjectives 

separated by 

commas.



Day

Stay

Play

The

Do

Feet

Sleep

Three

To

Today

High

Night

Light

Of

Said

Own

Slow

Grow

Says

Are

Moon

Food

Soon

Were

Was

Book

Good

Look

Is

His

Year 1: Spelling
Week 1

- ay

Week 2
- ee

Week 3
- igh

Week 4
- ow

Week 5
- oo

Week 6 
- oo



Badge

Fudge

Bridge

Door

Kind

Age

Huge

Change

Old

Wild

Gem

Magic

Digit

Eye

People

Race

Cell

City

Every

Last

Know

Knee

Knight

Pass

Move

Write

Wrap

Wrong

Who

Cold

Year 2: SpellingWeek 1
The /j/ sound 
spelled with a –ge
ending. 

Week 3
The /j/ sound 
spelled with a g.

Week 4
The /s/ sound 
spelt c before 

e, i and y.

Week 5
The /n/ sound spelt 
kn at the beginning 
of words. 

Week 6 
The /r/ sound 
spelled ’wr’ 

Week 2
The /j/ sound 
spelled with a –dge

ending. 



Year 1 and 2 Science: Animals including Humans

Key Vocabulary
Fish A fish is a scaly skinned creature with a spine that 

swims in water and breathes using gills.

Amphibians All amphibians begin their life in water with gills and 

tails. Examples are frogs and newts.

Reptiles Are animals that are cold-blooded. Most lay eggs and 

their skin is covered with hard, dry scales.

Birds Birds have feathers and wings. They lay eggs and are 

warm-blooded animals.

Mammals Mammals are also warm blooded animals. They 

breathe air and have a backbone.

Carnivore A carnivore is a meat-eating animal that gets its food 

from killing other animals.

Herbivore A herbivore eats plants.

Omnivore An omnivore eats plants and meat.

Interesting facts
 The blue whale can produce the loudest sound of any animal.

 Horses and cows sleep while standing up.

 Giant Arctic jellyfish have tentacles that can reach over 36 meters in 

length.

 Tigers grow up to 3 meters and can weight up to 300 kilograms.

 Dolphins use whistling, clicking and other sounds to communicate with 

each other.

 Camels can survive up to six months without water or food due to the 

fatty tissue stored in their humps. 

 The cheetah is the fastest animal on earth. 



Year 1 and 2 Art: Sculpting

Key Vocabulary
Sculpture Creating figures or designs in 3D form.

Join To link and connect materials.

Slip A liquid that joins clay.

Score Marks where materials will be joined 

together. 

Technique A way of doing something using a special 

knowledge or skill.

Wedging/Kneading The process of mixing and turning clay to 

remove air pockets and create uniform 

consistency.

Pinch A method of shaping clay by pinching it 

between the thumb and fingers.

Incising A decoration technique where lines are 

drawn into the clay surface.

Sculptor An artist that produces Sculptures.

What are the 
techniques 

used in clay?

What is 3D 
form?

How can we join 
and strengthen 

clay?

Who is Andy 
Goldsworthy?



Year 1 and 2 Computing: Technology around us 

Introduction
Learners will develop 
their understanding of 
technology and how it 
can help them in their 
everyday lives. They will 
start to become familiar 
with the different 
components of a 
computer by developing 
their keyboard and 
mouse skills. Learners 
will also consider how to 
use technology 
responsibly.

Progression
This unit progresses students’ knowledge and understanding 
of technology and how they interact with it in school. 
Learners will build their knowledge of parts of a computer 
and develop the basic skills needed to effectively use a 
computer keyboard and mouse. 

National Curriculum links
● Recognise common uses of information technology beyond school.
● Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate, and 

retrieve digital content.
● Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information 

private; identify where to go for help and support when they have 
concerns about content or contact on the internet or other online 
technologies.



Year 1 and 2 Music: Hey You!



Year 1 and 2 RE: Celebrations and Festivals

Key Questions Key Vocabulary

Christmas Celebration of the day 
Christians believe Jesus was 
born.

Hanukkah A Jewish festival of light.

Festival A gathering of people to 
celebrate something.

Celebration A special event for a certain 
group of people.

Easter A Christian celebration of 
Jesus rising from the dead.

Key Knowledge

• People of different religions celebrate different 
things because they have different beliefs. 

• A Jewish person does not celebrate Easter 
because they do not believe Jesus rose from the 
dead, but a Christian will celebrate this because 
they believe it truly happened. 

• Celebrations matter because they help us to 
remember important events. They remind us 
why we believe certain things and what is 
important. 



Year 1 and 2 SCARF: Me and My Relationships

Key Vocabulary

Special 

Practice 

Effort 

Same 

Different 

Favourite 

Family

Friends

Special People

Help 

Feelings

Happy 

Sad

Kind

Helpful 

Emoji's

Different - partly or 

totally unlike in nature, form, 
or quality. 

Effort – hard work.  

Favourite - one that is treated 

or regarded with special 

favour or liking. 

Same - someone or 

something that is exactly 

like another person or 

thing being discussed or 

referred to. 

SCARF support materials allow 
the children to access this unit 

appropriately and thoughtfully. 

All About Me 

My Special People 

My Feelings 

Children will talk about home families and school 

families and who within these families can be of 

help to them if they were in a struggle or situation 

which was upsetting them. 

Children will learn about what makes them the 

same and what makes them different from others. 

They will explore what makes them special and 

talk about favourites, e.g. toys, books, places, 

activities.  

Children will discuss when they feel a certain way, 

for example ‘I am happy when…’ and should 

explore a range of emotions. They will then look at 

ways in which they can make themselves feel better 

and the activities they love to do, to change their 

mood. 


