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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3


Text Types One Pager Poems

What is a poem?

Punctuation

Full stops

Commas

Grammar: 

Similes using like or as

Using exciting adjectives and verbs

A poem is a piece of 
expressive writing. Poems can 

be short or long. They can 

Key features:
 Written in lines that start with 

a capital letter and end with a 
comma or full stop.

 Stanzas
 Personification 
 Alliteration
 Simile
 Rhyme
 Repetition

Repetition/ Simile 

poem

Rhyming poem



Geography 

Spring 2
Topic: Beyond Britain

Concept Knowledge (concepts being covered)

e.g. Space, location, place, human and physical process, Communities and 
Settlements, Spatial Interactions, Environment, Scale, Movement, Cultural 

understanding and Diversity

Locational 
Knowledge Can I locate my hometown on a 

map?
Place 

Knowledge Can I compare similarities and 
difference to other places in the 
UK?

Human and 

Physical

Knowledge

Can I locate and name the oceans 
of the world?

Geographical 

skills and field 

work

Can I use a map and atlas to locate 
places I know?

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

An ocean is a large expanse of sea. 

In particular these are the main 

parts in which the sea is divided 

geographically.

The Earth is a spherical shape and it 

consists of both land and water.

The countries in the United 

Kingdom are England, Northern 

Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

The capital of England is London.

The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh.

The capital of Wales is Cardiff.

The capital of Northern Ireland is 

Belfast.

There are seven continents in the 

world. 

A map allows us to find places, 

names of roads and streets. Digital 

maps will allow us to zoom in and 

see road names and buildings. 

An aerial map shows a location 

from a birds eye view. It contains 

key road names and 

Tier 2 Vocabulary

ocean The parts of the world that are 
made of water.

country A nation with its own 
government.

city A large town.

map A diagram or representation of 
an area showing its physical 
features.

locate To find something.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
continent Any of the world's main 

continuous expanses of land.

spherical Shaped like a sphere/ ball

aerial A view from above that 
shows the areas of a map.

mountainous A large area of land that is 
surrounded by mountains.

vast An immense space.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

I have learned about the capital city of 
England and where it is located on a 
map.

I have learned about famous
landmarks in London.

I have learned what roads and paths 
look like on a map.

I have learned about Royal Residences 
around the UK and where they are on 
a map.



Geography 

Spring 2
Topic: Beyond Britain

Nottingham,
England

Map 

London, England
Sunnyside Spencer Academy



 Cardboard is strong, light and stiff.

 Fabric is soft, flexible, hard-wearing, can 

be stretchy, warm and absorbent. 

 Rubber is hard-wearing, elastic, flexible 

and strong. 

Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping

and Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Fair Testing
Can I test different materials to find 
one suitable to make an umbrella?

Grouping and 

Classifying

Can I identify and group the uses of 
everyday materials?

Identifying and 

classifying

Can I compare the suitability of 
different everyday materials?

Research
Can I research and explain the 
process of recycling?

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Stretchy Can be pulled to make it longer 

or wider without breaking.

Shiny Reflects light easily.

Rough If something is rough it feels 
and looks uneven and bumpy.

Bendy Bendy things can be bent easily 
into a curved or folded shape. 

Smooth Smooth objects have no lumps 
or bumps.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Dull Doesn’t reflect light. Doesn’t look 

bright or shiny. 

Waterproof If something is waterproof, it keep 
water out and things dry.

Absorbent If something is absorbent, it soaks 
liquid it.

Transparent Transparent objects can be seen 
through.

Opaque Opaque objects can’t be seen 
through.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

I have learned to identify and name 
different materials. 

I have learned how to tell the difference 
between an object and the materials. 

I have learned how to identify which 
materials have certain properties. 

I have learned to test different materials 
to find what properties they have. 

Science 

Spring 2
Topic: Uses of Materials 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

 Materials are what objects are made 

from. 

 Sustainability means having the 

properties which are right for a specific 

purpose. 

 Properties are what a material a 

material is like and how it behaves.

 Wood is hard, stiff strong, opaque and 

can be carved into any shape.

 Glass is waterproof, transparent, hard 

and smooth. 

 Plastic is waterproof, strong, can be 

made to be flexible or stiff, smooth or 

rough. 

 Paper is lightweight and flexible. 

 Metal is strong, hard and easy to wash. 



Computing

Spring 2
Topic: Online Safety

Concept Knowledge
.

Copyright and 
ownership

Understanding what digital content is mine 
and what content is made by other people.

Online Bullying Forming an understanding of how to 
respect others and ensuring that 
anything we put online is safe.

Self image and 

identity

Understanding who we are and what makes 
use an individual in the community and  
thinking about how we are represented both 
online and offline.

Privacy and 

security
Identifying ways to keep our personal 
information private and using secure 
passwords that we do not share with 
others.

Online 

relationships
How to communicate positively with
others online and learning the importance 
of ensuring we do not share personal 
information with people online.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Home button
The home button helps you navigate 
back to the home page of the website 
I one click.

URL
The URL or link is what we use to 
identify the webpage, like your name.

Copyright means that the online 

material is not owned by you and you 

can not copy it.

An online reputation is how we 

portray ourselves online. It important 

not to share personal information like 

our address, school name and 

passwords.

Internet security means that we 

should create personal passwords to 

enter own online accounts so that 

others can not access our information.

iCloud is a computing service from 

Apple that allows us to share and 

store information online. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Password A secret word or 
phrases that must be 
used to gain access to 
something. 

Downloads Copying data from 
one computer 
system to another, 
typically over the 
internet

Block Action taken to stop 
interactions from 
certain people via 
online 
communication.

Diagrams/ Photos/ Maps

What have I learned before that will help me? (Cycle A 

and B previously taught)

I have learnt how to use different applications on an iPad 

safely. 

I have learnt how to identify a reliable and unreliable 

source on the internet.

Home button

URL

Emojis – Can 
show feelingsDevices

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Plagiarism The act of presenting 
another’s work or 
ideas as your own. 

Social

Network
An online platform 
that allows users to 
create a public profile 
and interact with 
other users on the 
website. 

virus A program that 
replicates itself and 
spreads from one 
computer device to 
another. Viruses 
make systems very 
unstable.



Concept Knowledge
(Design, make, evaluate, technical knowledge)

Design
Can I design my own food item using 
knowledge of foods around the world?

Make
Can I prepare the correct ingredients to 
make my own food?

Evaluate
Can I explain what went well with my 
cooking and what I would do differently 
next time?

Technical
Can I slice and chop ingredients?

Techniques Taught
Slicing We will learn how to carefully 

cut different vegetables into 
slices.

Baking We will identify how long
something needs to be baked in 
the oven and which 
temperature it should be baked 
at.

Spreading We will be making pizzas and 
learning how to evenly spread 
the sauce onto the base so that 
the whole pizza has a topping.

Mixing We will learn how to make 
spring rolls by mixing different 
vegetables together to create a 
filling.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
chop To cut something into pieces. 

bake To cook something using 
heat.

prepare To get something ready.

spread To apply an even layer.

Ingredients Items of food that are 
required to make a particular 
dish.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
cuisine A style or 

method of 
cooking.

originate The place
where 
something was 
first created.

Key artists, craft makers and designers

Gordon Ramsay, born on 8th

November 1966, is an influential 

English chef. He has appeared on 

lots of television shows. He is well 

known for critiquing and 

improving other people’s 

restaurants and menus.

Jamie Oliver is a famous chef 
who has influenced healthy 
eating in schools across the 

country. He has appeared on 
a range of television shows 
and continues to share his 

expertise with others.What have I learned before that 
will help me?

I have learned the importance of 
hygiene and the spreading of germs in 
science.

I have learned about a healthy, 
balanced diet and what it contains 
in SCARF.

I have learned about the 
equipment and ingredients needed 
to make biscuits while learning 
about polar bears.

Design & Technology
Spring 2

Topic: Food around the world

Materials



Jesus fed 5000 people with two fish and 

five loaves of bread by blessing it.

Christians believe that miracles were 

God’s way of helping people.

Religious Studies 

Spring 2
Topic: Christian Stories

Concept Knowledge

What can we learn from stories of Jesus?

How do these stories make a difference to lives?

How and why are some stories important?

What can be learn from, the Bible

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Thankful
Being pleased for 
something 
happening.

Teachings
Stories that Jesus 
told to guide people 
through life.

Religion
A belief in and 
worship of 
superhuman being.

Christian
Somebody who 
follows Christianity.

God
The all-seeing, all-
knowing creator of 
everything.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Jesus
The Son of God 
and leader of 
Jewish people.

Faith
Believing in 
something and 
trusting in 
completely.

Belief
What you think is 
true and right. 

Tolerance 
Willingness to 
accept behaviour 
and beliefs that are 
different from your 
own. 

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

We have learned how Christians 
celebrate different festivals.

We have learned about the
Christmas story.

We have learned how to look after 
each other.

We have learned the story of The 
Good Samaritan.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

The stories of Jesus matter to Christians 

because they believe Jesus was the God 

who had come to Earth. 

Christians believe Jesus had special 

healing powers and could help people in 

many ways. He was also all-knowing and 

this is why his stories are thought to be so 

important. 

Jesus is God in Human form, he can heal 

people from sickness and injury and could 

answer people’s prayers and create 

miracles.

Jesus fed 5000 people with two fish and 

five loaves of bread by blessing it.

The moral of the story means the lesson 

of the story.

Christians believe that miracles were 

God’s way of helping people.

A prayer is a way of speaking to a god.

The moral of the story means the lesson 

of the story.



SCARF

Spring 2
Topic: Rights and Responsibilities

Concept Knowledge
Family A group of adults and children 

who care for one another.  

Caring To look after and be kind to 
someone or something. 

Responsibility Being in control of your 
choices. 

Pollution Putting harmful things into our 
environment.   

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Children will consider how they help to 

look after the people who are special to 

them such as their siblings or grandparents 

and how they help to look after their 

friends in and out of school. 

Children will discuss the ways in which they 

are helpful at home and how they help to 

care for the classroom., as well as a wider 

sense of how they care for the world. 

Children will think about recognising 

money, how we spend it and how we use it. 

They will learn about how to save money 

and how to keep it safe. 

Children will learn how to keep themselves 

safe when online and will discuss and 

explore the people who help to keep them 

safe in different aspects of their life. 

Children will explore what to do if they find 

themselves lost or away from safety, the 

people who can help them, rules they need 

to follow in school and medicine safety.

Children will reflect on why we have 

classroom rules, how they take care of 

something, special people to us and basic 

first aid skills. 

Children will think about how they care for 

the school learning environment and the 

resources in it as well as the wider school 

grounds and the outside school 

environment. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Alone
Having no one else present.

Helpful
Giving or ready to give help.

Litter
Rubbish such as paper, cans, 
and bottles left lying in an 
open or public place.

Electricity
A form of energy resulting 
from the existence of charged 
particles, either statically as an 
accumulation of charge or 
dynamically as a current.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Responsibility
The state or fact of having 
a duty to deal with 
something or of having 
control over someone.

Pollution
The presence in or 
introduction into the 
environment of a 
substance which has 
harmful or poisonous 
effects.

Recycling
The action or process of 
converting waste into 
reusable material.

Environment
The surroundings or 
conditions in which a 
person, animal, or plant 
lives or operates.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

We have learned about what it 
means to trust somebody. 

We have learned about friendships.

We have learned about being 
unkind and considering others 
feelings.

We have learned how to be kind, 
generous, helpful and thoughtful of 
other peoples feelings. 


