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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3


Text Types One Pager Instructions

Instructions tell us how to do 

something. They explain in 

steps and should be easy to 

follow.

What are 
instructions?

What 
do I 

need to 
include?

Capital 
letters and 
full stops 
in the 
correct 
place.

Title states 
what the 

instructions 
are about. 

How to ...

A list of 
equipment 

or 
ingredients 
at the top.

Numbered 
or bullet 
pointed 

instructions 
in a list.

Instructions 
are short 
and clear.

Bossy 
(imperative) 
verbs are 

used to give 
commands.

Time 
conjunctions.

Punctuation

Use a capital letter and a 

full stop.

To use a comma in a list



Geography 

Summer 1
Topic: Down Under

Concept Knowledge (concepts being covered)

e.g. Space, location, place, human and physical process, Communities and 
Settlements, Spatial Interactions, Environment, Scale, Movement, Cultural 

understanding and Diversity

Locational 
Knowledge Can I locate Australia on a map?

Place 

Knowledge Can I compare similarities and 
differences between Australia and 
the UK?

Human and 

Physical

Knowledge

Can I identify the rivers in 
Australia?

Geographical 

skills and field 

work

Can I use a map to identify to
identify the states and sections of 
Australia?

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Australia is a continent and country. 

It is the sixth largest country in the 

world.

The country is split into several 

different states including 

Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania, 

New South Wales, Northern 

Territory and Western/ South 

Australia. 

The capital city of Australia is 

Canberra.

The weather and temperature are 

different across Australia. The northern 

areas are generally hotter than the 

southern areas. The middle areas of 

Australia are usually dry and warm. 

Darwin is a city in the Northern Territory 

and Hobart is a city in Tasmania. The 

climate is very different in these two 

places.

This is the highest mountain in Austrlia. It 

is called Mt Kosciuszko (cos-i-os-co). This 

mountain is found in New South Wales.

The largest river in Australia is called the 

Murray River.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Continent Any of the world's main 

continuous expanses of 
land.

Border A line separating two 
countries. 

Climate The weather conditions 
over a long period of 
time.

Direction A course along which 
something moves.

Island A section of land
surrounded by a body of 
water. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Territory An area of land that follows a 

particular set of rules. 

Equator A line through the middle of the 
Earth where the temperature is 
the hottest. 

Seasons The four divisions of the year 
(Summer, Winter, Autumn,
Spring)

Physical

Features 
Natural things on the Earth’s 
surface (mountains, rivers etc)

Compass Something that is used to 
identify North, East, South and 
West.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

I have learned about the different 
countries in the UK and their capital 
cities.

I have  learned about the continents in 
the world and what they are called. 

I have learned what oceans surround 
the UK.

I have learned how use maps to 
identify countries and places of 
interest.

The states of 
Australia

A World Map



Geography 

Spring 2
Topic: Beyond Britain

Map 

United Kingdom
Australia

Canberra



Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping

and Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Identifying and 

classifying

Can I label trees and plants?

Research
Can I record information about 
minibeasts?

Pattern seeking
Can I order living things in a food 
chain?

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Living Things that are living have all the 

life processes.

Dead Things that are dead were once 
living. They did have all the life 
processes but don’t now.

Never

living
They never had the life processes.

Habitat A habitat is the natural place 
something lives. 

Survive This means to stay alive.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Food chain A food chain shows how each 

animal gets its food. 

Food sources This is the placea living thing’s
food comes from.

Microhabitat A microhabitat is a very small 
habitat in places like under a 
rock, under leaves or on a branch.

Depend Many living things in a habitat 
depend on each other. 

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

I have learned to identify and name 
some common animals. 

I have learned what different animals 
eat. 

I have learned to sort animals into 
herbivores, carnivores and omnivores. 

I have learned how animals change as 
they grow into adults. 

Science 
Summer 1

Topic:  Living Things and Their Habitats

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

 Life processes are the things that all 

living things do. They move, breathe, 

sense, grow, make babies, get rid of 

waste and get their energy from food.

 Things that are living have all the life 

processes.

 Things that are dead were once living. 

They did have all the life processes but 

don’t now.

 Things made out of metal, plastic or 

rock were never living. They never had 

the life processes.

 A food chain shows how each animal 

gets its food. Food chains are one of the 

ways that living things depend on each 

other to stay alive.

 A habitat is the natural place something 

lives. A habitat provides living things 

with everything they need to survive 

such as food, shelter and water.

 A microhabitat is a very small habitat in 

places like under a rock, under leaves or 

on a branch. Minibeasts live in 

microhabitats. The microhabitats have 

everything they need to survive.

 Many living things in a habitat depend 

on each other. This means they need 

each other for different things.



Computing

Spring 2
Topic: Creating Media – Making 

Music 

Concept Knowledge
.

To say how music 
can make us feel

- I can describe how music makes me feel, e.g. happy or sad
- I can identify simple differences in pieces of music
- I can listen with concentration to a range of music (links to 
the Music curriculum)

To identify that 

there are patterns 

in music

- I can create a rhythm pattern
- I can explain that music is created and played by 
humans
- I can play an instrument following a rhythm pattern

To describe how 

music can be used 

in different ways

- I can connect images with sounds
- I can relate an idea to a piece of music
- I can use a computer to experiment with pitch and 
duration

To show how music 

is made from a 

series of notes

- I can identify that music is a sequence of notes
- I can refine my musical pattern on a computer
- I can use a computer to create a musical pattern using 
three notes

To create 

music for a 

purpose

- I can describe an animal using sounds
- I can explain my choices
- I can save my work

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Computers can be used to make 
music. Different patterns and 
rhythms can be created using 
technology.

Pitch is the quality of a sound.

Music is a sequence of notes. 

These notes are often repeated 

to create a particular pattern.

Tempo is the speed in which 

music can be played. Different 

pieces of technology use 

different tools to adapt this. 

Often it is a sliding bar. 

Chrome Music Lab Rhythm 

– Create patterns using two 

different counter colours. Each 

colour represents one 

instrument. Need to 

play/shake/hit your instrument, 

using the pattern as a guide. 

Once you have successfully 

created and followed a pattern, 

you should try to repeat the 

same pattern two or three 

times.

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Rhythm A strong
repeated 
pattern of 
sound or music. 

Technology Equipment that
can be used to 
create things 
electronically.

Pattern A repeated 
sound.

Diagrams/ Photos/ 
Maps

What have I learned before that will help me? (Cycle A 

and B previously taught)

I have learnt how to use different applications on an iPad 

safely. 

I have learnt the different parts of a computer and the 

things it can be used for. 

Instruments 

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Modify Make 
changes to 
something,

Composition
A piece of 
music.

Devices



Concept Knowledge
(Colour, line, pattern, colour, form, value, texture, 

space)

Draw lines of different shape and 
thickness using different grades of 
pencil. 

Create different tones using light and 
dark. 

Crate different patterns and textures. 

Create different shades of the same 
colour. 

Techniques Taught
Cross- Hatching A technique that uses lines 

to make a pattern. 

Australian 

Aboriginal 

Symbols 

A style of indigenous art 
that uses symbols to tell a 
story.

Dot Style An aboriginal style that 
uses dots to create a 
picture. 

Naturalistic

Style
Natural art that often
depicted fish bones and 
natural things using natural 
colours and x-ray style 
drawings. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Symbol A mark or representation of 

an object or letter. 

Technique A way of doing something.

Landscape The features of an area of
land.

Style A particular procedure.

Evaluate Assess something and form 
an idea. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary
Naturalistic Looks like real-

life.

Aboriginal Existing on land 
from the earliest 
times possible.

Indigenous Originating 
naturally. 

Key artists, craft makers and designers

Albert Namatjira is an 

Aboriginal painter who was 

born as Elea in the desert in 

Arrernte country, Central 

Australia, in 1902. He paints 

watercolour landscapes.

Alick Tipoti is from Badu 
Island in the Torres Strait. 
His artwork depicts many 
meaningful symbols about 

the land, sea and sky.

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

I have experimented with paints by 
practising different brush strokes. 

I have mixed colours to make a 
new colour. 

I have used proportion to practise 
drawing portraits of people 
including myself.

Art
Spring 2

Topic: Aboriginal Art 

Materials



Jesus fed 5000 people with two fish and 

five loaves of bread by blessing it.

Christians believe that miracles were 

God’s way of helping people.

Religious Studies 

Summer 1
Topic:  Places of Worship

Concept Knowledge

How are Churches important to believers?

How are synagogues important to believers?

What are some Christian symbols?

What are some Jewish symbols?

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Belief
What you think is 
true and right. 

Religion
A belief in and 
worship of 
superhuman being.

Christian
Somebody who 
follows Christianity.

God
The all-seeing, all-
knowing creator of 
everything.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Bimah
The platform in a 
synagogue which the 
Torah is read from. 

Challah

bread

A special type of 
bread eaten by Jewish 
people on special 
occasions

Sacred
Something that is 
connected with God 
in a special way. 

Altar 
A table in a church 
that bread and wine 
are consumed from. 

Holiness
Being devoted to 
God. 

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

We have learned how different 
people show their beliefs. 

We have learned what Christian
and Jewish people celebrate.

We have learned why we celebrate 
different things.

We have learned what we can 
learn from stories in the bible. 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Churches are places of worship for 

Christians. Special events happen here 

such as Weddings, christenings and 

funerals. Some Christians go to church 

every week to worship God and pray 

together. 

Some things you may find in a church 

include a cross, statues of Jesus and a 

font. 

Synagogues are places of worship for 

Jewish people. They also hold special 

events such as weddings but also things 

like Bat Mitzfahs.

Some things you may find in a synagogue 

include a menorah, prayer shawl and the 

Star of David.

The Christian cross is to symbolise the 

cross that Jesus died on.

The Star of David was created as a symbol 

for Judaism and is now seen on the flag of 

Jerusalem and in Synagogues.

Some people who are not religious will 

never go to holy buildings because they 

do not need to worship a god they do not 

believe in. 



SCARF

Summer 1
Topic:  Being my Best

Concept Knowledge
Encourage To inspire with courage and 

confidence. 

Grow To increase in size.  

Try To attempt or accomplish. 

Healthy Having a body and mind which 
is free from illness and shows 
the condition of the body. 

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Children will discover how they are resilient 

in situations when things go wrong and 

how they can adopt a ‘Yes, I can!’ attitude 

adopting a Positive Growth Mindset. 

Children will explore what it means to eat 

healthily and how they ensure they eat a 

healthy and well balanced diet. They will 

look at the different food groups and 

nutrition. 

Children will think of the ways in which 

they keep their bodies moving and 

exercising and the activities they do to 

promote physical wellbeing as well as the 

importance of a good nights sleep. 

Children will be thinking about the 

emotions they feel and how they make 

them feel, how their behaviour can affect 

the feelings of others, special people in 

their lives and the connection between 

feelings and bodies. 

Children will delve into what it means to be 

fair and times they have been fair and 

unfair, what makes a good friend and the 

theme of same and different. 

Children will think about how they care for 

the school learning environment and the 

resources in it as well as the wider school 

grounds and the outside school 

environment. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Try
Make an attempt or effort to 
do something.

Grow
Undergo natural development 
by increasing in size and 
changing physically.

Healthy
In a good physical or mental 
condition; in good health.

Routine
A sequence of actions regularly 
followed.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Encourage
Give support, confidence, 
or hope to someone.

Energy 
The strength and vitality 
required for sustained 
physical or mental 
activity.

Calm
Not showing or feeling 
nervousness, anger, or 
other strong emotions.

Resilient
Able to withstand or 
recover quickly from 
difficult conditions.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

We have learned to be generous, 
helpful and thoughtful of other 
peoples feelings.

We have learned that we are all 
special.

We have learned that we are all 
the same and different in many 
ways.

We have learned it is important to 
have friendships.


