
Year 3 & 4 – Seeds of Knowledge

Autumn 2



Dear Parents and Carers,

We have been in the process of focusing on the content of our whole curriculum to 
ensure that there is a much greater emphasis on the ‘powerful knowledge’ that children 
need in order to truly understand concepts and also to enable them to apply that 
knowledge. We have looked at each subject and are currently identifying the essential 
knowledge that we feel is the children’s minimum entitlement - and then deciding how 
best to teach it.

Here are our 'Knowledge Organisers' which are the ‘go-to’ documents outlining the 
essential knowledge that the teachers will be covering across a unit of work; vocabulary, 
definitions, and other information. These Knowledge Organisers will be shared with 
pupils, parents and carers before units of work are taught – with the aim that everyone 
knows exactly what is being taught, and what the children need to learn.

We ask that parents read through these Knowledge Organisers at home with their 
children.



Year 3 Maths: Addition and Subtraction



Year 4 Maths: Addition and Subtraction



About the Author

Christina Balit studied at Chelsea 
School of Art and the Royal 
College of Art. She is also a 
playwright, and her involvement 
with the fringe theatre influenced 
her illustrative work. Christina is 
both an author and illustrator of 
many children books among them 
Atlantis: The Legend of the Lost 
City.

Key Vocabulary

Pompeii Naples Bay of Naples Neapolis Vesuvius
Herculaneum tavern volcano mountain

Harbor forum politician earthquake tremor

weave knucklebones theatre molten ash

Characters

Tranio a young boy

Dion An actor and father

Livia 

A Roman boy named Tranio tells the story of what 
happens in the city of Pompeii when Mount Vesuvius 
erupts in AD 79. With the ground shaking and the sky 
growing dark. Tranio and his friend Livia flee to the 
harbor, where they witness the destruction of their 

Year 3 and 4 : Reading



Year 3 and 4 : History & Geography Global Theme: Transformations Changes



Year 3 and 4: Literacy – One Page Text Type



Year 3: Spelling
Week 1

- Challenge 
spellings

Week 3
- ‘dis’

Week 5
- ‘suffixes’

Week 6 
‘suffixes’

Spellings

actual

answer

bicycle

circle

earth

enough

fruit

island

often 

popular

Spellings

redo

refresh

return

reappear

redecorate

revenge

review

replay

reaction

rebound

Spellings

disappoint

disagree

disobey

disable

dislike

dislocate

disappear

disadvantage

disapprove

dislodge

Week 2
- ‘re’

Spellings

misbehave

mislead

misspell

mistake

misplace

misread

mistrust

misunderstandi

ng

misuse

mislaid

Week 4
- ‘mis’

Spellings

gardening

gardened

limited

limiting

developing

developed

listening

listened

covered

covering

Spellings

forgetting

forgotten

beginning

preferred

permitted

regretting

committed

forbidden

propelled

equipped



determination

Year 4: Spelling
Week 1
- ‘ation’

Week 2
- ‘ation’

Week 3
- ‘ly’

Week 4
- ‘ly’

Week 5
- ‘ch’

Week 6 
Challenge 

Words 



Year 3 and 4 Science: Rocks and soils
Subject Specific Vocabulary Interesting Book and information Sticky Knowledge 

about our rocks and 

soil
fossil A fossil is the preserved remains or 

traces of a dead organism.

soil Soil consists of a mix of organic 

material (decayed plants and 

animals) and broken bits of rocks and 

minerals.

 Rocks have been used by 

humans for millions of years, from 

early tools and weapons through 

to construction materials for 

modern buildings.crystals Crystals are a special kind of solid 

material where the molecules fit 

together in a repeating pattern.

 Sediment deposited over time, 

often as layers at the bottom of 

lakes and oceans, forms 

sedimentary rocks.

sedimentary Sedimentary rocks are made when 

sand, mud and pebbles get laid 

down in layers. Over time, these 

layers are squashed under more and 

more layers.

metamorphic When a rock experiences heat and 

pressure, it becomes a metamorphic 

rock. All metamorphic rocks start as 

another type of rock.

 Extreme pressure and heat over 

time forms metamorphic rocks. 

Examples are marble and slate.

igneous Igneous rock is formed when magma 

cools and solidifies. It may do this 

above or below the Earth's surface.

 When magma cools and 

solidifies it forms igneous rock. 

Examples are granite and 

pumice.
magnetic pole Either of two areas on the earth's 

surface, one near the geographic 

north pole and one near the 

geographic south pole, where the 

Earth's magnetic fields are strongest.

 Add your own:

organic matter Organic matter is matter that has 

come from a recently living 

organism. It is capable of decaying.

________________



Year 3 and 4: Drawing and shading - JMW Turner –
Eruption of Vesuvius 

Vocabulary Definition

Shade

Tone

Texture

Pastel

Affect

Evaluate

How does tone 
change’?

Which drawing 
instrument was 

the most 
effective? Why?



Year 3 and 4 : Computing – Digital Animation 

What is animation?

How can a picture 
move?

Why is animation 
so popular?

Vocabulary Definition

Animation

Sequence

Evaluate

Stop Frame



Year 3 and 4 : Music – Glokenspiels



Year 3 and 4: RE – How do Christians live their lives?

What is important 
to Christians ?

How do Christians 
learn their values 

through the 
bible?


