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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3




Reading

Spring 2
Book: The Time Traveller and the 

Tiger

Blurb

Key Information

Plot Elsie is transported to India. in 
I946. Upon meeting the child 
version of her great uncle, Elsie 
realises that her mission is to 
stop him shooting the tiger- the 
act which has bought him so 
much sadness.

Setting
India 1946

Themes Endangered animals, 
endangered animals, hunting, 
the treatment of the natives of 
the British Colonies and attitudes 
towards women in the 1940s 

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Tiger A wild animal native 
to India.

Palm, 

fern,

shrub, 

bamboo

Plants that are found 
in Indian forests and 
jungles

Rifle A type of gun

Dhobi Laundry man

Nullah Gap in the rocks

Lodge A type of house

Tier 3 Vocabulary

clutched To hold 
tightly

overpowering Something 
that is more 
powerful/ 
strong

ferocity Aggressive 
and violent

lush Thick 
greenery

extraordinary Something
amazing

Key Quotes

“The don’t stop you know. Man eaters!”

“She saw his fingers curl around the 

barrel, quivering slightly.”

“No matter what she did, she couldn’t 

stop it happening. It was fate.”

Key Characters

Elsie Elsie longs to be an adventurer but 
does not have the confidence so
creates an alter ego; Kelsie Corvette

Uncle John A former hunter and now living the quiet 
life. John longs to undo his past mistakes.

Mandeep John’s childhood Indian servant and 
friend.  John left Mandeep behind.

Kelsie 

Corvette
Elsie’s fictional character. Kelsie Corvette 
is an adventurer and is brave. She knows 
how to get herself out of a fix.

Text type: Fiction/ Non Fiction / Poetry

Genre: Fiction 
The 7 Story Types
Overcoming the enemy
Rags to Riches
The Quest
Voyage and Return
Comedy
Tragedy
Rebirth

Genre: Non-fiction
Biography 
Autobiography
Recount
Instructions
Report
Explanation
Persuasive
Discussion

Genre: Poetry
Acrostic 
Cinquain 
Free Verse
Haiku
Limerick
Narrative
Nonsense 
Shape
Sonnet

Other books to explore

Discussion Points / Key Questions

Why do you think Uncle John was so desperate to shoot a tiger?

How did his actions effect the rest of his life?

How has the author used descriptions to build a picture in the readers 

mind?

How does the relationship between John and Elsie change throughout 

the book?



Geography 

Spring 2
Topic: India

Concept Knowledge (concepts being covered)

e.g. Space, location, place, human and physical process, Communities and 
Settlements, Spatial Interactions, Environment, Scale, Movement, Cultural 

understanding and Diversity

Locational 
Knowledge Can I locate India and it’s major 

cities and landmarks?
Place 

Knowledge Can I compare the differences 
between India and Nottingham?

Human and 

Physical

Knowledge

Can I explain the diversity of the 
landscape? Can I explain the 
difference between rural and 
urban?

Geographical 

skills and field 

work

Can I use a map and atlas to locate 
places?

Declarative 
Knowledge 

Indian is a country located in Asia. It Is 

bordered by several countries including 

China and Pakistan. The capital city is 

New Delhi.

Indian is split into different regions. 

Some regions can be cold and some can 

be hot and  humid depending on the 

locations Some areas contain forest, 

farm land and grass land and some areas 

are located by the beach.

Rural areas include forests, jungles, grass 

land and farm land. Wild animals can be 

found in rural areas. Many farmers grow 

crops to sell including tea. Urban areas 

are heavily populated with some rich and 

some poorer areas. Some urban areas 

can be very cramped and polluted.

New Delhi is the capital city and is home 

to over 31.3 million people. It is the 

second most populated city in the world. 

It has a diverse population and building 

layout.

Over a third of Goa is covered in forest

and is the smallest state in India.  Goa 

has mountain ranges, forests and 

beaches. It is one of the wealthiest 

states.

Nottingham is roughly 12 hours from 

New Delhi. They are both mainly Urban 

areas but Nottingham is much smaller. 

They both have a diverse population and 

building structure.

Holi is the festival of Spring and is 

celebrated by Hindu people. It is a time 

to celebrate the colours of nature.

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Continent A large, solid area of land 
which often has multiple 
continents within it. 
There are 7 continents 
on Earth

Capital city The city where the 
government is located 
for that country. The 
leaders and officials work 
there.

Culture A pattern of behavior 
shared by a group of 
people.

Rural An area of countryside

Urban A built up area where 
people live.

Region An area within a country.

Mountain 

range
A group of mountains
that are connected. 

Habitat The natural area where 
an animal lives.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me?

I have learned how to locate 
Nottingham on a map.

I have learned about man made and 
natural features of a place.

I have learned what resources attract 
people to locations.

I have learned how to compare two 
diverse locations.



Geography 

Spring 2
Topic: India

Nottingham, 
England

India

New Delhi

Goa

Map



Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping and 

Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Research
What makes up a plant and what 
function does each part of have?

Fair Testing and 

pattern seeking

What do plants need to be able 
to grow?

Research/ Fair 

testing

How do plants absorb water and 
minerals?

Observation 

over time

Which environment will produce 
the tallest plant?

Grouping and 

classifying

How do plants reproduce?

Grouping and 

classifying

What life cycle do plants follow?

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Roots Absorb water

Stem Holds the plant upright

Leaves Absorb sunlight

Pollination Allows reproduction of plants

Fertilisation Where the pollen of another 
plant reaches the other.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
condition The quality of 

something

Dispersal When something 
is spread around

Adapted To change to suit 
the environment.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

Living things need sunlight and
water

Plants are living things.

Science 

Spring 2
Topic: Plants

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Plants have a shoot system and a root system. These are 

compromised of roots, a stem, leaves, fruit/ and or flower.  The 

absorb water, the stem carried the water and holds the plant 

upright, the leaves soak up sunlight for food and the flower/fruit 

protects the seeds and  helps reproduction.

Plants need sunlight, nutrients, air, water and room to grow. 

Some plants are adapted to grow in extreme conditions. Some 

plants can last longer without water.

When a seed is planted it first grows a root. If the root receives 

enough water and nutrients the plant will start to grow.

Plants absorb water and minerals through their roots. The roots 

have root hairs which act like tiny straws. Minerals are absorbed 

from the soil. Minerals are like plant food, They help the plant 

grow to be strong and healthy.

To reproduce, a plant needs to produce seeds, Theses seeds 

need to be fertilised by pollen. Pollen is carried to plants by the 

wind and insects. Once pollen has reached the seeds and has 

fertilised them a new plant can grown. The seeds can be spread 

via birds (in their poo), the wind and by the plant itself.

Plants life is cycle. When a seed grows it forms a plant. The plant 

grows a flower/fruit. The seeds inside are fertilised. The seeds 

are dispersed and the plant dies. The seeds then grow into 

another plant and the cycle continues.



Computing

Spring 2
Topic: __________________

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

What is the difference between online and offline 

identify? People represent themselves in different 

ways. People may change their identity depending 

on that they are doing. Offline identity may be 

different to online identity.

Online relationships

Online reputation

Online bullying

Managing online information

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Offline Not connected to the 
internet

Online Connected to the 
internet

Internet Global 
communication tool

Safety When you are 
protected

Reliable Someone or 
something you can 
trust

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Cyber 

bullying
The use of online 
communication to bully 
someone

Block To stop someone from 
contacting or messaging 
you

Report When you alert the 
online company about 
someone who is not 
being kind online

Diagrams/ Photos/ Maps



Concept Knowledge
(Colour, line, pattern, colour, form, value, texture, 

space)

Colour
Can I use a variety of water colours
to create an effect?

Line
Can I explore and use lines 
effectively?

Pattern
Can I create patterns that reflect the 
subject?

Space
Can I use the correct scale?

Techniques Taught

To mix water colours

To create different 
tones and colours.

To sketch a faint 
outline.

To use different brush
strokes.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Brush stroke The different ways 

to use a brush.

Tone Areas of light and 
dark.

Highlighting Areas of light

Wash A watery layer of 
paint.

Tier 3 Vocabulary
vibrant Bright colours

droplet a drop of water or paints

stripes A lined pattern

deep A rich shade of colour

Key artists, craft makers and designers

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

The primary colours are blue, 
yellow and red.

Secondary colours are made by 
mixing primary colours.

Black can be added to make darker 
shades.

White can be added to make lighter 
shades.

Art
Spring 2

Topic: Painting

Materials

Water colours

Range of brushes

Pallets

Water pots

Sketching pencils

Marian Voicu



Music

Spring 2
Topic: The Dragon Song

Concept Knowledge
(melody, harmony, pitch, tempo, dynamics, structure, 

texture, timbre, rhythm, composing, performing, 
notation)

Listen and 
appraise

What can you hear? What is the 
structure of the song? Do you like the 
song?

Pitch How can we use our voices to perform 
this song?

Rhythm How can we use glocks to keep a 
rhythm?

Melody How can we use recorders to create a 
melody?

Perform How can we join all these elements 
into a performance?

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Melody The main tune of 
the song.

Pulse The counts of a 
music note.

Rhythm The beat of the 
music.

Pitch High or low 
sounds.

Improvise To make 
something up.

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Folk 
Music

type of traditional and 
generally rural music that 
originally was passed down 
through families and other 
small social groups.

verse A section in a song which has the 
same tune but different words.

chorus A repeated section in a song which 
gives the main message.

Improvis
e

To make up a tune and play it on 
the spot. There is an assumption 
that it can never be recreated.

Folk 
Music

type of traditional and 
generally rural music that 
originally was passed down 
through families and other 
small social groups.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 

Pitch is how high or low a note is.

The pulse is the amount of beats a 
note holds.

To play a glock, I need to hold the 
beater loosely. 

If I hit a glock hard it will make a 
loud sound.



Religious Studies 

Spring 2
Topic: Worship and Sacred 

places

Concept Knowledge

Observe
What are the key features of places 
of worship?

Notice
What do you notice is similar and 
different about these faiths and 
their special places?

Name
Can you name the places of 
worship?

Describe
Can you describe what places of 
worship look like?

Remember
What are the key features of each 
place of worship?

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Church A Christian 
place of 
worship.

Mandir A Hindu place of
worship

Mosque A Muslim place 
of worship.

Dome A round 
structure.

Shrine A special place 
to worship a 
particular god.

Sikara Hindu tower.

Maha

Mandapa
Main hall in a 
Hindu temple.

Minaret Tower that is 
used to call 
Muslims to 
prayer.

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

Worship Christians worship in churches.

Worship Christians worship God.

World 

religions
There are other religions besides 
Christianity.

Worship People worship in different ways.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)



Year 3: Maths





Year 3: Spelling
Week 1 –
Adding ly

Week 2 –
Adding ly

Week 3 –
challenge 

words

Week 4 – l 
sound spelt al

Week 5 – l 
sound spelt le

Week 6 –
Adding ly



determination

Year 4: Spelling
Week 1

- ‘ly’

Week 2
- ‘Challenge 

words’

Week 3
- ‘Homophones’

Week 4
- ‘c before 

I and e’

Week 5
- ‘root 
words’

Week 6 
‘phon’ and 

‘sign’


