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Head knowledge or 
Declarative Knowledge

The explicit knowledge we teach at Sunnyside Spencer Academy which, once "learnt", children come to definitely know 
or "declare". Declarative knowledge is thought of as ‘knowledge about’ or the answers to the what, where, when, or who 
types of questions. Since we began this work on our curriculum, we have seen more clearly that all the subjects we teach 
are driven by key knowledge concepts - these are required to give the knowledge coherence, to join it up and prevent it 
becoming just a jumble of unrelated facts. In most cases, they apply to the subject for all children, regardless of age. 
However, they do not exist in isolation in each year group, they develop in terms of complexity as pupils mature. 

The Heart Knowledge In the same way as our academic curriculum is built of concepts, so is our emotional literacy. Here, learning takes 
place around the development of concepts linked to a child's character. Character embodies values such 
as: "Empathy", "Resilience","Respect" and "Tolerance".

Hand Knowledge "Hand Knowledge" or "Procedural" or "Implicit Knowledge" is the type of knowledge exercised in the performance of a 
task. It’s basically “How” you know to do something. It's a type of knowledge that is hard to explain as it is subconsciously 
stored in your mind. ‘Muscle memory’: consolidating a specific motor task into memory through repetition, which has 
been used synonymously with motor learning, like learning to ride your bike, is another phrase used to describe implicit 
knowledge.

Vocabulary Tier Two words are high-frequency words for mature language users — coincidence, absurd, industrious — and thus 
instruction in these words can add productively to an individual's language ability.

Tier three words consists of low frequency words that occur in specific domains. Tier three words are central to 
understanding concepts within various academic subjects and should be integrated into content instruction. Examples of 
tier three words include molecule, tundra, and legislature.

http://unt.unice.fr/uoh/learn_teach_FL/affiche_theorie.php?id_concept=90&lang=eng&id_theorie=1&id_categorie=3




Reading

Summer 1
Book: Shackleton’s Journey

Blurb

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Compass

Trek

Blizzard

Antarctica

Voyage

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Expedition

Endurance

Igloo

Dehydration

Rations

Key Characters

Ernest 

Shackleton
Born on the 15th

February 1874, 
Ernest Shackleton 
was a famous 
explorer. He led a 
brave crew to the 
Antartica.

Frank 

Worsley
Ship’s captain

Frank Wild Second-in-
command

Leonard 

Hussey
Expedition
meteorologist

George

Marston
Expedition artist

Tom Crean Second officer

Other books to explore

Discussion Points / Key Questions
If you were Ernest Shackleton, what would your essential equipment be?

If you could have any job on the endurance, what do you think you’d be good at?

How would you feel if you had to leave your family for years?



Geography 

Spring 2
Topic: Ernest Shackleton

Concept Knowledge 

Locational 
Knowledge Can I locate Nottingham in relation 

to Antartica?

Place 

Knowledge What is Antarctica like?

Human and 

Physical

Knowledge

Can I explain the key features of 
Antartica?

Geographical 

skills and field 

work

Can I use a map and atlas to locate 
places?

Declarative Knowledge 

Who was Ernest Shackleton 

and what was the Endurance?

Where was Ernest Shackleton 

heading?

Which route did Shackleton 

take?

What is it like in Antarctica?

What was it like to endure 

Antarctica?

What happened to the 

crew of the Endurance?

What have we learnt about 

Endurance?

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Oceans

Route

Continent 

Location

Atlas

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Glacier

Growlers

Iceberg

Blizzard

Rations

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

I have learned how to use an Atlas.

I have learned what the continents are called.

I have learned where India is in relation to 

Nottingham.



Geography 

Spring 2
Topic: __________________

Nottingham, 
England

Delhi, India

Antartica

Weddell sea

Map



Lines of Enquiry 
(Pattern seeking, Observation over time, Grouping and 

Classifying, Fair Testing, Research)

Pattern seeking
How do shadows change 
throughout the day?

Observation over 

time

How do shadows change 
throughout the day?

Grouping and 

classifying

Sources of light

Fair testing
Which material will make 
the best shadow puppet?

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Reflection 

Shadow

Source

Ray of light

Absorb

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Opaque

Translucent

Transparent

Independent 

Dependent

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that 
will help me?

Everyday materials – year 2

Some materials have different 
properties

The sun is a source of light.

How to carry out a fair test with 

dependent and independent 

variables.

Science 

Spring 2
Topic: Light

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

To recognise that they need light in 
order to see things and that dark is the 
absence of light

To notice that light is reflected from 

surfaces

To recognise that light from the sun can 

be dangerous and that there are ways to 

protect their eyes

To recognise that shadows are formed 

when the light from a light source is 

blocked by an opaque object

To find patterns in the way that the size 

of shadows change



Computing

Spring 2
Topic: Branching Database

Computational Thinkers
Concepts: logic, evaluation, algorithms, patterns, decomposition, 

abstraction
Approaches: tinkering, creating, debugging, persevering, collaborating.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

To create questions with 

yes/no answers

To identify the object 

attributes needed to collect 

relevant data

To create a branching 

database

To identify objects using a 

branching database

To explain why it is helpful 

for a database to be well 

structured

To compare the information 

shown in a pictogram with 

a branching database

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Branch

Pictogram

Sorting

Closed 
Question

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Attribute

Classify

Database

Diagrams/ Photos/ Maps

What have I learned before that will help me? 

To explain how digital devices function
To identify input and output devices
To recognise how digital devices can 
change the way we work
To explain how a computer network can 
be used to share information
To explore how digital devices can be 
connected
To recognise the physical components of 
a network



Year 3 and 4
D and T: Electrical systems

Vocabulary



Music

Spring 2
Topic: __________________

Concept Knowledge
(melody, harmony, pitch, tempo, dynamics, structure, 

texture, timbre, rhythm, composing, performing, 
notation)

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

To listen to and 

appraise a range of 

Disco music.

To learn or build on 

knowledge and 

understanding about

the inter related

dimensions of music.

To Perform a song

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Genre

Disco

Rhythm

Beat

Instruements

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Pop Culture

Appraise

Evaluate

Chorus

Verse

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

To listen to and appraise folk, reggae 

and disco music.

To find the beat within a song.

To play a set of notes on a 

glockenspiel.

To perform with a group.



Religious Studies 

Spring 2
Topic: Inspirational People from 

the Past

Enquiry Question
What can we learn 

from inspiring people in 
sacred texts and in the 

history of religions?

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Prayer

Holy

Worship

Belief

Traditions

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Mosque

Synagogue

Scriptures

Bible

Torah

Diagrams/ Photos

What have I learned before that will help me? 
(Cycle A and B previously taught)

God and Jesus are important to

Christians.

Allah is the Islamic God and 

Muhammad is his messenger.

Hindus believe in many gods and 

worship them from Shrines.

Declarative Knowledge 
(explicit knowledge being taught)

To understand which

leaders were important to 

Christian and Jewish 

people.

To retell examples of the 

gospel stories and 

teachings of Jesus. 

To retell the stories of the 

prophet Muhammad and 

his companions.

Key Concepts and words


