
Year 5 & 6 – Seeds of Knowledge

Autumn 1



Dear Parents and Carers,

We have been in the process of focusing on the content of our whole curriculum to 
ensure that there is a much greater emphasis on the ‘powerful knowledge’ that children 
need in order to truly understand concepts and also to enable them to apply that 
knowledge. We have looked at each subject and are currently identifying the essential 
knowledge that we feel is the children’s minimum entitlement - and then deciding how 
best to teach it.

Here are our 'Knowledge Organisers' which are the ‘go-to’ documents outlining the 
essential knowledge that the teachers will be covering across a unit of work; vocabulary, 
definitions, and other information. These Knowledge Organisers will be shared with 
pupils, parents and carers before units of work are taught – with the aim that everyone 
knows exactly what is being taught, and what the children need to learn.

We ask that parents read through these Knowledge Organisers at home with their 
children.



Year 5 and 6: Maths: Place Value



Year 5 and 6: The Boy in the Back of the Classroom

Blurb

There used to be an empty chair at the 

back of my class, but now a new boy 

called Ahmet is sitting in it. He’s nine 

years old (just like me), but he’s very 

strange. He never talks and never smiles 

and doesn’t like sweets – not even lemon 

sherbets, which are my favourite!

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really 

isn’t very strange at all. He’s a refugee 

who’s run away from a War. A real one. 

With bombs and fires and bullies that 

hurt people. And the more I find out 

about him, the more I want to help.

That’s where my best friends Josie, 

Michael and Tom come in. Because you 

see, together we’ve come up with a plan. 

Key Quotes from The Boy at the Back of the 

Class

“Sometimes words hang around longer than 

people, even when you don’t want them to.”

“Sometimes I think everyone likes to believe a 

lie even when they know it’s a lie because it’s 

more exciting than the truth.”

“Books are like people.”

Key Characters

Questions to consider 

Is it always wrong to judge someone when 

you first meet them?

Is it right to fight back? 

Should all countries have to accept 

refugees?

immigrant a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country.

migrant a person who moves from one place to another, especially in order to find 
work or better living conditions.

refugee a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape 
war, persecution, or natural disaster.

asylum seeker someone whose request for sanctuary has yet to be processed. 

refugee camp a temporary accommodation for people who have been forced to flee 
their home because of violence and persecution.

human 
migration

Human migration involves the movement of people from one place to 
another with intentions of settling, permanently or temporarily, at a new 
location.

flee to run away from a place or situation of danger.

seclusion the state of being private and away from other people.

assimilate absorb and integrate (people, ideas, or culture) into a wider society or 
culture.

Text type: Fiction/ Non Fiction / Poetry

Genre: Fiction 
The 7 Story Types
Overcoming the 
enemy
Rags to Riches
The Quest
Voyage and Return
Comedy
Tragedy
Rebirth

Genre: Non-fiction
Biography 
Autobiography
Recount
Instructions
Report
Explanation
Persuasive
Discussion

Genre: Poetry
Acrostic 
Cinquain
Free Verse
Haiku
Limerick
Narrative
Nonsense 
Shape
Sonnet

Other books to explore



Year 5 and 6: History & Geography – A New Home (Refugees)
What is a refugee?

A refugee is a person who has been forced to leave their 
country.

An asylum seeker is someone who has left their country of 
origin and formally applied for protection in another country 

but whose application has not yet been decided.

At least 82.4 million people around the world have been 
forced to flee their homes. Among them are nearly 26.4 
million refugees, around half of whom are under the age of 
18.

There are also millions of stateless people, who have been 
denied a nationality and lack access to basic rights such as 
education, health care, employment and freedom of 
movement.

1 in every 95 people on earth has fled their home as a 
result of conflict or persecution.

What must it be like to leave your home?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APWyeC
uvk5Q

A New Home – Refugee Camp
Often, when people decide to escape from their country, 
they have to leave everything and end up living in a camp 
until their application to stay in that country has been 
agreed. 
This can take many months, sometimes years. 

Largest refugee camps: Kakuma (more than 150,000 refugees), 

Dadaab Refugee Complex (more than 200,000 refugees and 
asylum-seekers between the three camps)

Do I know any Famous Refugees? What was the Windrush generation?
Between 1948 and 1970, nearly half a million 

people moved from the Caribbean to Britain, which 
in 1948 faced severe labour shortages in the wake 

of the Second World War. The immigrants were 
later referred to as "the Windrush generation".

“All I ask for is the right to live 
without panic and fear. The right 
to think about the future of my 
family; the right to develop my 
work and not have to run away 

from fireballs, chemical weapons 
and explosions. The right to feel 

safe.”

A Syrian Refugee





Year 5 and 6: Literacy – One Page Text Type



Year 5/6 : Spelling
Week 1
-tious

Week 2
-cious

Week 3
-cial

Week 4
-tial

Week 5
-cial & 

-tial

Week 6 
Challenge 

Words 



Year 5 and 6: Properties and Changes of Materials 



Pomegranate

Kiwi

Dragon fruit

Strawberry



Year 5 and 6: Computing – Sharing Information



Year 5 and 6: Computing – Sharing Information



Year 5 and 6: 

Computing –

Sharing 
Information Quiz



Year 5 and 6: Music – Livin’ On A Prayer – rock anthem

Vocabulary

pulse/beat The heartbeat or steady beat of a song/piece of music.

tempo An Italian word used to describe how fast/slow the music goes.

bridge Contrasting section which leads back to main material.

Chorus A repeated section in a song which gives the main message.

verse A section in a song which has the same tune but different words.

Key Questions

Do you like the 
song?

What can you 
hear?

What is rock music? 
 Heavily-amplied guitar 
 Bass guitar 
 Drums 
 Keyboard sounds 
 Often male vocals with backing vocals from other band members
 Frequent solo guitar
 Sometimes distortion of the sound
 A heavy backbeat 

Livin
80s..
Bon Jovi is an American rock band from New Jersey 

became known for writing several rock anthems and 
achieved widespread recognition with their third 
album, Slippery when Wet, released in 1986. 

What is the 
style of music?

How is the 
song put 
together?

Instruments: Electric guitar, bass, drums, keyboard.



Year 5 and 6: RE - What can we learn from great leaders 
and inspiring examples in today’s world?

Key Vocabulary

Inspire to fill (someone) with the urge or ability to do or feel something

Influence the power to change or affect someone or something: to cause changes without directly forcing them to happen

Leader someone who can see how things can be improved and who rallies people to move toward that better vision

Follower a person who supports someone or something and who follows them in regard to his or her ideas or belief

Qualities a distinctive attribute or characteristic someone has

Key Questions

Who inspires and 
influences you?

What makes a good 
leader?

What makes a good 
leader?

Religious leaders are 
they leaders or 

followers?

Buddhism – one  of the six major world religions  

Buddha The Buddha was not a God , but a guide a guide who can 
lead us all towards Enlightenment

Reincarnation the belief that the soul or spirit, after death, begins a new 
life in a new body

Self-discovery someone who can see how things can be improved and 
who rallies people to move toward that better vision

Dalai Lama He is the spiritual head of Tibetan Buddhism.

Islam – the world’s second largest religion

Allah Allah is the name of the one and only God in Islam. The Arabic word 
Allah (al-ilah) means God.

Prophet a person regarded as an inspired teacher of the will of God - often 
referred to as messengers for God.

Taliban an Islamist religious-political movement and military organization in 
Afghanistan

Burka a one-piece garment that covers the face and body,  with just a 
mesh screen to see through.



Year 5: Scarf - Me and my relationships 


